
uring the year, the NRF awarded a

total of $11,230 in C.D. Besadny

Conservation Grants to organizations,

schools, individuals, and government agencies

working on projects involving restoration, man-

agement, research, and education related to

Wisconsin’s natural resources.

The Wetlands Preserve bridge in Ephraim was one of 19 

projects statewide funded by Besadny Conservation Grants 

in 2001. Grant money awarded to the project was used to

purchase materials for the bridge, with labor donated by local

volunteers. A series of bridges and paths will allow visitors,

including schoolchildren, to experience and enjoy the swamp

environment within the 7.5-acre Door County wetland as they

learn about this remarkable ecosystem.

Over the past eleven years, the NRF’s Besadny Conservation

Grants program has helped fund 193 projects in 59 counties,

with total contributions of $120,237.

Additional accomplishments in 2001

• The NRF gave $5,000 to the State Natural Areas Program to

fund the research needed to create a guidebook to be 

published in 2002. The guide will detail the location, history,

and ecological significance of 150 State Natural Areas.

n 2001, the NRF offered 58 field

trips ranging from visiting prairies

to exploring old-growth forests, exam-

ining freshwater mussels to howling with

wolves, and canoeing places in between. Field

trips were led by DNR biologists, who shared

their expertise to provide a glimpse of the won-

der and variety of nature that Wisconsin holds.

Thanks to the adventurous and generous spirit of the Turtle

Flambeau Flowage osprey banding field trip participants, the

NRF raised $2,000 last year for nest monitoring cameras to be

placed on nesting platforms in the Turtle Flambeau Flowage.

The cameras will provide biologists with critical information

about bird behavior, fledging time, and predation—adding to

the body of knowledge about these birds and their unique

ecological role within our state.

Additional accomplishments in 2001

• The NRF secured a $15,000 donation to publish  the field

guide, Amphibians of Wisconsin, by the Bureau of

Endangered Resources.The book details the biology,

habitats, and behaviors of Wisconsin’s amphibians.

• The NRF became a sponsor of the children’s television show

Into the Outdoors, produced by the Department of Natural

Resources.The show takes viewers on a tour of Wisconsin’s

natural resources in a child-friendly format.

FUNDS RAISED

CONTRIBUTORS 2001 TOTAL

Individuals $ 101,961.33

Foundations 33,500.00

Corporations 58,916.19

Govt. & Organizations 91,573.43

Schools 100.00

Field Trip Fees 11,889.00

Interest & Dividends 10,049.34

TOTAL $ 307,989.29
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“It’s the leadership and knowledge of your guides that make trips special.” “A swamp is a dark, wonderful place, and that’s what we want people to enjoy.”

“I don’t think that Rose and I have ever had a more gratifying or beautiful experi-
ence than watching these birds come in with the ultralights. I want to express . . .
a deep gratitude for you guys who fly the ultralights and take care of these 
precious possessions.”  Former President Jimmy Carter
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2001STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION

ASSETS
Current assets

Cash and cash equivalents $ 301,981
Certificates of deposit 6,024
Investments 212,196
Pledges receivable 18,500

Total Assets $ 538,701

LIABILITIES
Current Liabilities

(custodial accounts) $ 29,381

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted $ 117,541
Board designated 391,779
Total net assets 509,320

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $ 538,701

A copy of NRF’s 2001 audit by Wegner LLP is available on request

Knowledge

Enjoyment

Stewardship

n our second year as a participant in

the Whooping Crane Eastern

Partnership (WCEP), the Natural

Resources Foundation raised $70,000 to support

the establishment of a breeding, migratory

flock of whooping cranes in Wisconsin.

Once dangerously close to extinction, this wetland bird

remains one of the most endangered species on the planet.

Using an innovative migration technique, juvenile whooping

cranes follow ultralights on their first journey south to their

winter home in Florida. Contributions to WCEP were used to

purchase video equipment, satellite receivers, and other

equipment critical to the migration.

NRF’s unique role in WCEP is to locate additional partners will-

ing to lend their financial support.The Whooping Crane Club,

established by the NRF in 2001, raised an additional $14,860

for the reintroduction project through 105 contributions.

Additional accomplishments in 2001:

• The NRF continued administering the program for habitat

restoration under the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program,

identifying three project recipients to receive and coordinat-

ing improvements to the program. Project activities included

sustaining and expanding remnant prairies and savannas

and restoring a dam-removal site.The habitat restoration

program offers small, grassroots organizations without

501(c)(3) status access to matching grant funding for long-

term restoration projects. In 2002, the program seeks to

award a total of $100,000 in matching grants of between

$2,500 and $20,000.

• The NRF facilitated two grants from the Wisconsin

Environmental Education Board. Recognizing the importance

of educating our children from the early years onward, the

“Project Learning Tree Early Childhood” grant sponsored the

creation and distribution of preschool forestry education

activities incorporating music/movement, literature, and art

components.The “Energy & Me” grant will provide education

materials to 120 Wisconsin teachers. The materials help stu-

dents explore the concept that our day-to-day energy choic-

es affect not only our own lives, but also the whole planet.
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N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S  F O U N D A T I O N  O F  W I S C O N S I N

Fifteen years ago, the Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin (NRF) was
formed to seek new partnerships and funding to preserve and protect
Wisconsin’s natural resources heritage. The foundation funds numerous 
programs at the grassroots level, ranging from invasive plant removal to fish
crib construction. The NRF enjoys a unique relationship with the Wisconsin
Department of Natural Resources, providing financial support to prominent field
biologists and scientists working on programs that benefit our state’s natural
resources. 

NRF programs and services are designed to promote the knowledge and enjoy-
ment of our natural resources—and to inspire local citizens to take actions so that
Wisconsin’s legacy of responsible stewardship will continue for years to come.

F R O M  T H E  D I R E C T O R

$10,000 and Above • Cudahy Fund, Patrick & Anna  • Darden Restaurants Foundation • Department of Natural Resources • Anonymous * •
Stry Foundation, Paul E. $5,000 - $9,999 • Flaherty, Dan* • Green Bay Packaging, Inc. • Peters Foundation, R.D. & Linda • $1,000 - $4,999 •
Alexander Foundation, Inc., Walter • Brogan Foundation, Hugh & Helena * • Chingos Foundation • Dawes Transportation Inc. • Foote, Robert
• Foth & Van Dyke • Frautschi Family Foundation, John J. * • Inbusch Foundation, Charles & Dorothy • Kikkoman Foods Foundation, Inc. •
Mowbray, Mary & Schroeder, Roland • Safari Club • Steinhauer, Ellen • Steuer, Joseph & Jamie * • Van Alstyne, Margaret* • Windway Capitol
Corporation • $500 - $999 • Appleton Papers, Inc.• Brogan, John & Gisela*• Froehlke, Robert • Hoyer, Jean • Hussin, Gerry & Barbara * •
Ladd, David* • M & I Madison Bank • Olson, Lyle & Ruth • Split Rail Foundation • Trout Unlimited-Marinette County Chapter • Wisconsin
Energy Corporation Foundation • $100 - $499 • ABC Sportsmen • Agazzi, Tom • Ahles, Vernon & Rosetta • Anderson, Arnold* • Anderson,
Karen* • Anderson, Norman* • Appleton Wire Div. • Arndt, Dannette • Asplund, Mark & Carrie • Austad, Mike & Karen* • Baggs, Jim & Mary
Ann • Baldwin, Kathleen • Bank of Kaukauna • Barisonzi, Judith • Barlow, Alice* • Bates, Jack • Belfield, John & DoraLee • Bemis, Alan &
Sandra • Benninghaus, Richard • Bennker, Colleen • Bergquist, Jon • Bjorklund, Jane • Black River Falls Clinic Pharmacy* • Bloodgood, John
& Sharon • Bloom, Terry & Karen* • Blue Heron Tours, Inc. • Bolte, Jeffrey • Bolz, Robert • Braun, Bruce & Nancy* • Brezan, Barry* • Browne,
Tom • Buckeridge, Margery • Butenhoff, Neal & Carla • Butor, Beverly • Caffrey, Pat • Caledonia Conservancy Ltd. • Callaham, Dale & Susan
• Campbell, Marlyn • Carpenter, Fairbank & Lynne • Cayo, Dean • Cayo, Trudy • Chanticleer Guest House • Chester, George • Chester, William
& Priscilla  • Chickadee Depot, Inc.* • Christian, Kathryn • Civil Engineering Consultants* • Clark, Jr., Harold & Joan* • Clauer, Monika •
Coburn, James & Virginia • Collett, Groff & Lila* • Conlin, Marguerite • Crabb, Jon & Carolee* • Craig, Dr. William • Creasy - Ellner, Jackie &
Paul • Curry, Robert • Daub, Edward & Elizabeth • Dean, Lois • Deets, Michael • Dempsey, Robert & Diane • Di Loreto, Kim • Dreger, James
• Dugenske, Dan & Joanne • Dvorak, Laurie • Dyar, John • Earl, Anthony* • Earley, Emily* • Edson, Jack & Jane* • Ehr, Bruce & Rosemary
• Eisch, L. • Elliott, Bridget • Ellsworth, Paul & Patricia* • Elsner, Robert • Elvery, Carol • Evanson, Theresa • Fabry, Barbara • Fahrenkrug,
John • Farrar, Jim & Barbara • Fedell, Jack & Arlene • Fennema, Owen & Elizabeth • Fessenbecker, David & Nancy • Fischer, Dick • Fish, Arthur
& Virginia • Fisker, Harry & Donna* • Florence, David • Flucke, Peter & Tracy • Flynn, Janet • Fort, Mike • France, Thomas • Frasch, David &
Evalyn Wiley • Freeman, D.J. & Mary Clare • Freeman, Timothy • Freis, Richard & Mary • Frings, Carol • Gagnon, Dean & Mary • Garrett,
William & Sherrie* • Gehrman, Guy • Geneva Lake Conservancy, Inc. • Genskow, Lloyd • Giese, William & Sally • Giesecke, Marion • Giles,
Ron & Rita • Giltz, Carol* • Goellner, Gene & Ruth • Gottschalk Cranberry Co., Inc.* • Grade, Donald & Karen • Greenlees, Richard • Gregg,
Jean • Griffith, Lillian • Haase, Reinhold & Marilyn • Haberkamp, Vern & Rose • Halbur, Christine • Halbur, Norbert • Hammer, Charles •
Hampton, Jim & Marilyn • Hanson, David & Bochert, Linda* • Hardin, Jim & Ellen • Harrison, Paul & Kathy • Hasse, John • Hassett, Scott •
Hayward, John • Heckenbach, Terry & Joette • Hessen, Patricia • Hillery, Al & Julie • Hodgman, Suzanne • Hoffman, Don • Hogden, Amy •
Hogden, Kari • Hollnagel, Jim • Homstad, Gil & Alice* • Hough, Maxine • Howard Johnson Inn • Hussey Family* • Hyduke, Wayne & Jane •
Icke, John & Karen • Illinski, Robert • Jackson, Nicholas & Kristin • Jacobsen, Edward • Jardine, Ann • Jensens’ Blackhawk River Runs • Job’s
Daughters Bethel 6 • Johnson, Kathy • Jostes, Robert • Kaiser, John & Marlen • Kettleson, George & Neltia • Keuler, Florence • Kipp, Barb
• Klein, Ronald & Carole • Kniaz, Harry & Lorna • Knuth, Ron • Koskinen, Donald & Jean* • Krall, Michael • Krohn, Carl • Krueger, Richard &
Marsha • Kubczak, Wayne • Lackore, James & Helen • Laffer, Trudy • Lane, William • Larson, Gerald & Barbara • Lasee, Dolly • Lawton &
Cates • Levin, Ken & Deborah • Levine, Micaela* • Lewis, Robert & Nancy • Littelmann, Thomas • Littlewood, Roland & Barbara • Lochner,
Tom • Lucey, Michael & Patricia • Lukas, David & Sharon • Lyon, Eleanor • Lyon, Tom • Mackie, Richard & Kay • Madison Gas & Electric
Foundation • Maegli, Kristin • Malcheski, Doris & Mary* • Marshall, Terry • Marshland Transplant Aquatic Nursery • Maurice, John & Camille
• Mayer, Phillip  • McCammon, John • Mccue, Howard • Mel Wendt Realty • Meyer, Harley & Elaine • Miles-Fretschel, Mazie • Miller, Steven
• Milwaukee Audubon Society, Inc. • Mitchell, Ann • Morgan, James • Morrison, Lois • Mortensen, Charles & Helen • Mowbray, Charles &
Carolyn • Mundt, Gerald & Diane • Muraro, Deborah • Naab, Walter & Nancy* • National Mutual Benefit* • Nell, Patricia • Nestingen, Leif
• Nordgren, Loran* • Ocean Spray Cranberries, Inc. • O’dell, Milo • Oehmcke, Art • Olbinski, Ron & Karen • Ollech, Walter • Olson, Milo &
Carole* • Olson Middle School • Osterndorf, Laurie • Ouren, Richard & Christine • Outdoors Forever Conservation Club • Overholt, Thomas •
Palmer, Horace • Paull, Rachel & Richard • Peppard, Harriet • Peterson, Shirley* • Phelps, Michael & Rosemarie • Pike, Mary • Powers, Jim
& Susan • Present, Marsha • Proctor, Theora & John • Prus, Richard & Patricia • Reger, Dan & Laura • Reif, Tom & Barb • Reigel, Richard •
Richards, Ronda • Richer, Bill • River Alliance of Wisconsin • Riveredge Bird Club • Rockstad, Dean & Mary • Roeber, Larry & Barbara • Rosso,
Joyce • Sager, Paul & Thea • Salzwedel, Ken & Kathleen • SanDretto, Michael & Erica* • Satter, Ellyn • Schiebel, Tom & Shirley • Schlichting,
David • Schmidley, Margaret* • Schmidt, Darryl & Teri • Schmidt, Jennifer • Schmidt, Tom* • Schmitz, Peter & Colleen • Schneider, Richard
& Carlile* • Schultz, Jean & Elmer • Schwartz, Carl & Barbara • Semmann, Ron & Mim* • Shepler, John • Siler, George & Lois  • Skiles, Jeff
• Smith, Bill & Jackie* • Smith, William & Joyce • Snively, Harold & Karla • Soltis, Thomas • Sosnouski, James & Kathleen • Southern District
Employees • Spickerman, John & Gretchen • Springer, David • Stanton Shoes • Steeves, Richard • Stock, Tom & Mary Jo* • Stoddard, Steven
& Susan* • Storm, Fred & Patricia • Strange, Kathleen • Sullivan, Jack* • Sultan, Michel & Catherine • Suomi, Lillian • Swann, Robert •
Swanson, John & Deanna • Sylvester, Susan • Taylor, Elizabeth • Teal, Rose • Theis, Ron & Jean • Thomas, Christine • Thoresen, Tom •
Tiefenthaler, Todd • Tills, Donald & Elizabeth* • Timm, Betty • Toma, Albert* • Trainer, Daniel* • Traut, Jim & Karen • Traver, Peggy & Jon •
Traynor, Anne • Trees, Robert & Carolyn • Trout Unlimited-Green Bay Chapter  • Uihlein, Michael & Margaret* • Vail, William* • Van Alstine,
Mary* • Van Dyke, David & Mary • Vann, Mike • Vermillion, David • Vickerstaff, William • Wandler, Bob & Anne • Warner, James • Warren,
Noreen • Weber, Jerome* • Weber, William • Weege, Bill & Kathleen • Weinberg, Harvey & Rita • Weishoff, James • Weizenicker, David &
Joyce • Wetherby Cranberry Company • Whiffen, Sally* • White, Maury & Grace* • Whitman, Robert & Margot • Whitmore, Bruce & Ruth •
WI State Employees Union Council #24 • Wiesner, Frank & Marilyn* • Wiggins, Peg* • Williams, Nash* • Williams, Paul • Williams, Robert •
Wilson, Jerry & Pam • Wisconsin Technical College System Foundation, Inc. • Wolff, Ronald • Wood, Elden & Ann • Wopat, Ruth • Wussow,
Jeffrey • Ziegler, Peter • Zimmerman, Brent & Karen* • *Members and donors for 5 or more years.

2001MEMBERS & DONORS OVER $100

Natural Resources Foundation Current Board of Directors
Anthony Earl • Daniel Flaherty • Robert Froehlke • Scott

Hassett • Holly Kuusinen • David Ladd • Tom Lochner • Tom
Lyon • George Meyer • Tom Olson • Tom Schmidt • Ron

Semmann • Christine Thomas • Todd Tiefenthaler • Albert Toma
• Daniel Trainer • Robert Williams

Natural Resources Foundation Staff 
Laurie Osterndorf, Executive Director • Laurie Dvorak,

Financial Specialist • Cindy Jelenchick, Outreach Coordinator
• Becky Spithill, Grants Coordinator • Christine Tanzer, 

Field Trip Coordinator

This past year offered a unique opportunity to reflect

on what is truly important in our lives. Caring for

our corner of the earth remains a priority for me as an

individual, and for the Natural Resources Foundation as a

whole. Working together to support grassroots conserva-

tion and education efforts in our state, we can make a

difference-from protecting ecologically sensitive areas to

providing outdoor classrooms for tomorrow’s leaders.

We clearly made a difference in 2001. The NRF achieved

its long-held goal of securing an endowment to perpetu-

ally fund the Besadny Conservation Grants Program,

which supported nineteen projects statewide last year.

And as a partner in the Whooping Crane Reintroduction

Project, we witnessed history as an entourage of endan-

gered whooping cranes, ultralight aircraft, and dedicated

people made the longest human-led migration from

Wisconsin to Florida.

Our future looks bright as we work to fund grants for

habitat restoration, celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of

State Natural Areas with more than sixty field trips, and

play a significant role in the site cleanup of Wisconsin’s

Lower Fox River and Green Bay.

Thank you to all who have contributed to the NRF’s vitali-

ty through direct donations, volunteer assistance, or staff

support. We’re grateful to have you in our corner!

Executive Director


