FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 03/26/07
Local Organizations Receive $35,000 in Funding through the Natural Resources Foundation Besadny Conservation Grant Program
Contact: Camille Zanoni, (608) 266-1430   Camille.Zanoni@wisconsin.gov
The Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin (NRF) recently awarded matching grants of more than $35,000 to 36 organizations and schools throughout the state through its C.D. Besadny Conservation Grant Program. 

Grants were made to conservation projects that promote the responsible stewardship of Wisconsin’s natural resources at the local level. Since 1991, NRF has awarded over $265,000 to 360 organizations in every county throughout Wisconsin.  This small grant opportunity takes its name from C.D. "Buzz" Besadny, the former head of the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources who passed away in 1999. As DNR Secretary, Buzz became one of the nation's most respected natural resources officials and NRF named its grants program in honor of his lifelong dedication to supporting environmental education in Wisconsin.
Organizations that received funding included Aldo Leopold Nature Center in Madison for their "UFO's in the Forest” Invasive Species Program, the Community Action Coalition for South Central Wisconsin’s “Feed People Not Landfills” Program, the Friends of Hartman Creek State Park’s Butterfly Garden Kiosk Project, Navarino Nature Center’s Bird Watching Enhancement Project, Unity School District’s Wetland Education Program, and Vernon County Land & Water Conservation Department’s Goat Prairie Restoration Project.
Woodland Dunes Nature Center in Two Rivers received a grant for their “Nature Exploration Packs” project. The exploration packs will include self-guided activities and equipment which will change with the seasons. “We are excited to offer the use of these packs to our visitors to impart a better understanding of the natural world,” says James Knickelbine, executive director of Woodland Dunes Nature Center, “and would like to express our thanks to the Natural Resources Foundation.”
The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Chippewa Moraine Ice Age Reserve also received a $600 Besadny grant to create rain gardens which will serve as a tool for teaching the public about the importance of rain water runoff collection. “The Chippewa Moraine is happy to have been awarded a Besadny grant for implantation of our rain garden,” says Brenda Rederer, DNR Natural Resource Educator. “Not only will it host a variety of birds and insects such as finches, hummingbirds and butterflies, it will more importantly serve as a teaching tool.  With continually shrinking budget dollars, this garden would not possible without the funding that the Besadny grant provides.”
Since its inception in 1986, NRF has contributed over $1.4 million for public conservation projects throughout the state. For more information on the Natural Resources Foundation, visit www.wisconservation.org or call (866) 264-4096.
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