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ATC –Nonprofit Partnership Supports Statewide Conservation Needs
In December 2005 the Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin (NRF), a statewide nonprofit conservation organization, entered into a formal agreement with American Transmission Company (ATC) through which ATC offered to provide significant annual support to a fund created by the Foundation in support of statewide conservation priorities.  The agreement was tied to ATC’s enrollment in the State of Wisconsin’s new “Green Tier” Program whereby corporations commit to voluntary standards of “superior environmental performance” above and beyond their obligatory environmental compliance as determined by law.  Partnerships with non-profit groups are encouraged by the Department of Natural Resources (DNR), the administrator of Green Tier.
In addition to developing a state-of-the art “Environmental Management System” as an obligation of its Green Tier participation, but ATC has also incorporated sound environmental practices into all of its construction and maintenance activities.  The gift to the Foundation for creating the ATC Environmental Stewardship Fund is a voluntary commitment to conservation in Wisconsin.
In 2006, the first year of the ATC Environmental Stewardship Fund, a variety of conservation programs were supported.  Gathering Waters Conservancy, a statewide umbrella group for land trusts, received a $30,000 grant in support of a major outreach initiative about the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Fund.  “The major objective of this campaign is to increase statewide awareness of the Stewardship Fund as a program that is vital to the quality of life here in Wisconsin.  We want to demonstrate to people what the Stewardship Fund has done ‘in their own backyards’ so they can enjoy the places that have been protected with their tax dollars,” offered Vicki Elkin, Stewardship Campaign Director.  With their grant, Gathering Waters organized a “Parade of Preserves” to six natural areas around the state that have been protected with Stewardship Fund support.  [photo]  Gathering Waters has received a second grant in 2007 to develop and implement a statewide communications plan about the value of the Stewardship Fund, including a publication, “Stories of Stewardship: Tales from Wisconsin’s Big Backyard.”
The Mequon Nature Preserve received a 2006 ATC Fund grant in support of their ambitious efforts to create a large public preserve within the city limits of Mequon.  The grant is being applied to the interpretive/recreational trail system of the Preserve.  Christine Nuernberg, Mayor of Mequon and coordinator of the Preserve initiative, states, “Our goal is to provide a premier environmental education and recreation facility at the 438-acre Preserve.  We completed a master plan for the Preserve in 2006 that includes a comprehensive trail system plan.  Construction of the trail system is planned for this summer.”
Research on and conservation of a whole suite of endangered plant and animal species were supported with 2006 and 2007 grants from the ATC Fund.  Species that have benefited directly from the Fund include the endangered Wood Turtle, Karner Blue Butterfly, Kirtland’s Warbler, American Marten, and countless rare plant species.  Several significant grants were provided for the direct management of dozens of State Natural Areas throughout Wisconsin.  State Natural Areas have been established as important refuges for endangered and threatened plant and animal species.
Over the past two years, a total of 40 locally-based conservation projects throughout the state were provided small matching grants with funding from the ATC Fund. The projects were selected by a panel of reviewers through a competitive proposal process as part of the Foundation’s “C.D. Besadny Conservation Grants Program.  Projects that were supported are extremely varied, and include educational activities, rain gardens, ecological restoration, events, field trips, and other activities.  Sample project titles include: “The McFarland School Forest: Eradication of Invasive Plant Species,” “Make a Splash! Wetland Education Program,” “2007 Kewaunee County Groundwater Festival,” “Sidie Hollow Goat Prairie Restoration,” ”Butterfly Garden Kiosk Sign,” “Nature Exploration Packs,” “Cattail Trail Boardwalk Extension,” “Lake Sturgeon Restoration Project at Riveredge Nature Center.”  [Besadny recipient quote here/photo.]
The Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin is a nonprofit organization that creates opportunities for individuals and organizations who care about Wisconsin’s lands, waters and wildlife to: deepen their understanding and appreciation for these resources; support state and local conservation programs; and create conservation endowments. For more information on the Natural Resources Foundation or the Wisconsin Conservation Endowment, visit www.wisconservation.org.
