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Anonymous Donor Creates Endowment for Turtle Flambeau Scenic Waters Area 





Contact- Camille Zanoni, Natural Resources Foundation, (608) 266-1430, � HYPERLINK "mailto:Camille.zanoni@wisconsin.gov" ��Camille.zanoni@wisconsin.gov�





The Turtle Flambeau Flowage, one of Wisconsin’s most important natural gems, was endowed with a sustaining source of support recently when an anonymous donor created an endowment for its protection through the Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin. The Turtle Flambeau Scenic Waters Area Fund will provide long-term support for the purpose of preserving, protecting and enhancing Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR)-managed lands and waters of the Turtle Flambeau Scenic Waters Area. 





The Natural Resources Foundation offers individuals and organizations the opportunity to endow a conservation issue of their choosing through the Wisconsin Conservation Endowment. Donors can create an endowed fund for a particular region of the state or habitat, a specific species of wildlife, a conservation program or organization. 





"We are honored to hold this fund on the donor's behalf, and are very pleased that this person chose to endow such a valuable natural area as the Turtle Flambeau Flowage,” says Charlie Luthin, executive director of the Natural Resources Foundation. “We look forward to supporting the preservation and protection of this area through the fund, and extend our deepest gratitude to the donor for this transformative gift."





The Turtle Flambeau Flowage was named as a “Legacy Place” in the DNR’s Land Legacy Report due to its high conservation significance and recreation potential. Located in Iron County at the confluence of the Turtle and Flambeau Rivers, the 14,000-acre flowage has the highest density of breeding pairs of eagles, ospreys and common loons in Wisconsin. The Flowage is surrounded by over 18,000 acres of state-owned forests, including old-growth hemlock and pine stands. The Flowage is home to the Turtle-Flambeau Patterned Bog State Natural Area which protects rare and diverse landscapes and several of the state’s threatened and endangered species (source-DNR).





“As Governor Tommy Thompson proclaimed when the property was acquired in 1990, the Turtle Flambeau Scenic Waters Area truly is the ' Crown Jewel' of recreational areas in Wisconsin," says the donor. "My thanks to the Natural Resources Foundation for providing me the opportunity to establish this fund which will benefit the Flowage area in perpetuity.  I hope others who appreciate all this magnificent place has to offer will join me in helping to preserve, protect and enhance the Turtle Flambeau for generations to come."





The Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin is a nonprofit organization that creates opportunities for individuals and organizations who care about Wisconsin’s lands, waters and wildlife to: deepen their understanding and appreciation for these resources; support state and local conservation programs; and create conservation endowments. Since its inception in 1986, the Foundation has contributed over $2 million to conservation projects throughout the state, and currently manages $1 million is assets as part of the Wisconsin Conservation Endowment.





For more information on the Natural Resources Foundation or the Wisconsin Conservation Endowment, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.wisconservation.org" ��www.wisconservation.org� or call (866) 264-4096.
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