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2010 Priority Projects

► Citizen-based Monitoring:  marshbirds, nightbirds and other under-surveyed bird groups
Effective conservation actions are guided by sound science, so where little is known about wildlife species and their population trends, little meaningful action can be taken.  WBCI has worked to identify gaps in our knowledge base for Wisconsin’s birds and is working to implement citizen-based monitoring programs to fill these gaps.  WBCI’s focus in 2010-2011 will be on marshbirds, nightjars (whippoorwills, nighthawks, etc.), and owls.  The Fund will support coordination of the hundreds of volunteers that make this science possible.  Visit the WBCI bird monitoring website for more details: http://wiatri.net/projects/birdroutes/index.htm
► Neotropical Migrant Wintering Areas – Osa Peninsula in Costa Rica
Over half of Wisconsin’s bird species of greatest conservation need winter in Central and South America. The quality of habitat there directly impacts their survival and reproductive success here in Wisconsin.  WBCI’s International Committee is working with US and foreign partners to ensure that these important wintering habitats are conserved for orioles, warblers, hummingbirds, shorebirds, waterfowl, and other migrants.  In 2010, WBCI is partnering with American Bird Conservancy to protect a key parcel on the Osa Peninsula in Costa Rica, where 59 species found in Wisconsin are present each winter.  The Osa Peninsula is globally important – it supports 3% of the world’s plant and animal species. 
► Bird City Wisconsin
Modeled after the Tree City USA program, Bird City Wisconsin (launched this year) serves as a delivery mechanism for implementing a variety of bird conservation efforts in urban areas.  Municipalities that meet basic criteria for creating and protecting habitat, practicing effective urban forest management, limiting or removing hazards to birds, and educating the public about bird conservation can be “certified” as a Bird City through signage and other means.  The program offers technical assistance, other resources, and promotional opportunities to interested communities.  Support from the Bird Protection Fund will match funding from Audubon’s Together Green grant program.  Visit www.birdcitywisconsin.org for more information.
► Bird Conservation Action Plans for Southern Forests 
This project expands on the Important Bird Areas (IBA) Program, which identifies and protects sites that are critically important for birds on a global scale.  Using IBAs as core areas, the Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative will develop and implement Bird Conservation Action Plans for southern forests in Wisconsin.  The Fund will support planning and management activities associated with this initiative including symposia and implementation workshops that help generate positive conservation delivery efforts for Cerulean Warblers, Whip-poor-will, Red-headed Woodpeckers and other high priority species dependent on these habitat types.

► Kirtland’s Warbler Monitoring and Management

Federally endangered Kirtland’s Warblers were first discovered in the central sands region of Wisconsin in 2007.  Eight adult males and three adult females were found at one site, including three nesting pairs.  Efforts quickly got underway to monitor and manage this new-found population.   In 2008 and 2009, volunteers surveyed various Pine Barrens areas across northern Wisconsin and discovered a few more individuals.  Similar efforts will take place in 2010, surveying and monitoring Kirtland’s warblers and other birds that breed in pine barrens, savannas, and other shrub habitats statewide.  Project staff are working with landowners and foresters to encourage management of pine barrens for these species.
► Whooping Crane Reintroduction Program
Results of nest abandonment studies and a comprehensive project review conducted by a panel of re-introduction experts in 2009 are taking this project in slightly new directions this year.  Plans call for continuing investigations related to the nest abandonment problem, assessing potential new sites for releasing young whooping cranes, and taking chicks raised by their parents in captivity and releasing them near outlying whooping cranes, to expand the range and distribution of the population.  The “tried and true” elements of the project will remain in tact.  The Fund will support research on nesting whooping cranes, the Direct Autumn Release method of introducing chicks to the wild, the monitoring of wild whooping cranes, and educational programs at the Necedah National Wildlife Refuge.  Visit www.bringbackthecranes.org for more information.
►  Species Guidance Reports to Support Rare Bird Conservation
A recent extensive assessment by the DNR’s Bureau of Endangered Resources showed that (a) substantial amounts of scientific information on endangered and threatened wildlife species have never been made available to land managers and members of the general public in a concise and comprehensible form, and (b) there is a very strong need for this information.  Of particular interest are basic biological information, habitat management guidelines, and screening procedures and mortality avoidance guidelines to meet requirements of the endangered species law.  The Wisconsin Wildlife Action Plan and forest certification rules have heightened the demand for a precise information resource.  DNR is meeting this demand by developing Species Guidance reports to be posted online. NRF will support development of reports on 15-18 listed, forest-dependent bird species.  Partner:  WDNR

► Forester’s Tern management

The Fund will support management of nesting sites of rare Forester’s Terns in Wisconsin.  

►  Trumpeter swan monitoring

Trumpeter swans were de-listed in November 2009.  DNR will monitor the population in 2010 and 2011 to ensure the growing population is not negatively impacted by de-listing.
Visit the Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative website at www.wisconsinbirds.org


Contribute to the Bird Protection Fund at www.wisconservation.org, or with a check payable to Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin, P.O. Box 2317, Madison, WI 53701-2317.  Donations to specific projects must be made by check, with project name on the memo line.
