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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE





Bennett Creates Endowment for Rare Plant Preservation 





Contact- Camille Zanoni, Natural Resources Foundation, (608) 266-1430, � HYPERLINK "mailto:Camille.zanoni@wisconsin.gov" ��Camille.zanoni@wisconsin.gov�





A University of Wisconsin-Madison Honorary Fellow of Botany and Institute for Environmental Studies Adjunct Professor, Mr. James Bennett, recently created an endowment through the Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin to provide a permanent source of funding for the restoration, monitoring, inventorying and preservation of rare plant species in Wisconsin. 





The Natural Resources Foundation offers individuals and organizations the opportunity to endow a conservation issue of their choosing through the Wisconsin Conservation Endowment. Donors can create an endowed fund for a particular region of the state or habitat, a specific species of wildlife, a conservation program or organization. 





The James P. Bennett Rare Plant Preservation Fund will provide annual funding to organizations such as the Department of Natural Resources’ Bureau of Endangered Resources in support of their botanical preservation activities.





"I wanted to create this fund because Wisconsin is losing plant species as part of the global biodiversity crisis,” explains Mr. Bennett. “More and more species are going extinct due to habitat loss or other human activities. Funding for inventorying, monitoring, preserving and/or restoring rare species in our state is dwindling, so help is needed in this area. There are groups and agencies that are concerned and able to carry out rare plant conservation, and I hope this fund will be used to help their work."


 


"We are very pleased to work with Mr. Bennett on the preservation of rare plant species in Wisconsin,” says Charlie Luthin, executive director of the Natural Resources Foundation. “There are over 130 threatened and endangered plant species identified in Wisconsin and this fund will contribute to their protection for future generations."





The Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin is a nonprofit organization that creates opportunities for individuals and organizations who care about Wisconsin’s lands, waters and wildlife to: deepen their understanding and appreciation for these resources; support state and local conservation programs; and create conservation endowments. Since its inception in 1986, the Foundation has contributed over $2 million to conservation projects throughout the state, and currently manages $1 million in assets as part of the Wisconsin Conservation Endowment.





For more information on the Natural Resources Foundation or the Wisconsin Conservation Endowment, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.wisconservation.org" ��www.wisconservation.org� or call (866) 264-4096.
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