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CONTACT- THERESA GUIDA (608) 264-6267
Natural Resources Foundation Accepting Applications for 2007 C.D. Besadny Conservation Grants
The Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin (NRF) is accepting applications for the 2007 C.D. Besadny Conservation Grant Cycle. Named after former DNR Secretary, “Buzz” Besadny, this grant program provides matching grants of up to $1,500 to private and public organizations and government agencies in support of  small-scale, conservation projects that promote the responsible stewardship of Wisconsin’s natural resources at the local level.  Since the program’s inception, the Natural Resources Foundation has contributed over $260,000 to 330 projects throughout every county in Wisconsin.

NRF will give funding priority in 2008 to projects which fall within the Foundation’s conservation priority areas including rare and endangered species protection, State Natural Area restoration and management, invasive species control or environmental education and outreach. 
In 2007, NRF awarded over $37,000 to 36 projects throughout the state. Projects funded included a bird-watching enhancement project at Navarino Nature Center in Shawano, Nature Exploration Packs at Woodland Dunes Nature Center in Manitowoc, Friends of St. Croix Headwater’s Citizen Stream Monitoring project in Gordon, and teaching platforms at Cedarburg Bog State Natural Area in Cedarburg. 
The Zion Luthern Church of Big Flats also received a 2007 Besadny Grant from the Natural Resources Foundation to help reforest lands destroyed in the 2005 Cottonville fire.

“Our project helped the Cottonville fire survivors heal and restore their land after the devastating fire,” explains Nancy Van Alstine, chair of the Zion Tree Committee. “With the $1,000 grant, we were able to buy 2,000 trees to give away to 38 fire survivor families. This effort was truly appreciated by many people, and we thank the Natural Resources Foundation for allowing us to help our community.”
Interested parties may request a Besadny Conservation Grant application by visiting www.wisconservation.org. Questions about the program may be directed to Theresa Guida at (866) 264-4096, or theresa.guida@wisconsin.gov. Grant applications need to be postmarked by January 15, 2008 and should be mailed to the NRF office at PO Box 2317, Madison, WI, 53701. Grant awards will be disbursed in March.
NRF is a nonprofit organization that creates opportunities for individuals and organizations who care about Wisconsin’s lands, waters, and wildlife to: deepen their understanding and appreciation for these resources; support state and local conservation programs; and create conservation endowments. Since its inception in 1986, the NRF has contributed over $2 million to conservation projects throughout the state. For more information on the Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin, visit www.wisconservation.org
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