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Northwoods Couple Creates Permanent Endowment for Chippewa Flowage

Contact- Camille Zanoni, 608.266.1430, camille.zanoni@wisconsin.gov
The Chippewa Flowage, one of Wisconsin’s most important natural gems, was endowed with a sustaining source of support recently when a couple in Sawyer County created a donor-advised fund for its protection through the Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin. Chris and Patricia Jeffords of Couderay, Wisconsin, created the Hughes Jeffords Chippewa Flowage Conservation Fund to provide long-term support for the purpose of preserving, protecting and enhancing the Flowage’s natural resources.

The Chippewa Flowage, located in Sawyer County, is one of Wisconsin’s most spectacular water bodies, encompassing over 15,000 acres of lakes and forests. The Flowage is maintained as a wilderness area, and protects over 200 miles of mostly undeveloped shoreline. Created in 1924 by the damming of the Chippewa River, it now supports an important fishery and protects wildlife such as deer, bear, otter, and elk. 

“Over the past 30 years, our families have experienced and appreciated Wisconsin’s largest wilderness lake, the Chippewa Flowage” explains Chris and Patricia. “It is our intent to perpetuate this legacy, not only for our family, but for the many visitors that come here so they can continue to enjoy the character of what we feel is one of the last, unique jewels of the north.”

“We are grateful to the Jeffords for having the vision and desire to do something that will make a difference for the future of this outstanding resource,” says Neal Kephart, Chippewa Flowage Property Manager for the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.  “This partnership will help ensure that the Chippewa Flowage will remain one of Wisconsin’s most unique water bodies.” 

The Natural Resources Foundation (NRF) offers individuals and organizations the opportunity to permanently support conservation through the Wisconsin Conservation Endowment. Donors can create a fund for a particular region of the state or habitat, a species of wildlife, conservation program or organization.  The Hughes Jeffords Chippewa Flowage Conservation Fund is a permanent fund, meaning the principal value will never be withdrawn. Each year, a percentage of the Fund assets will be disbursed to the various agencies charged with managing the Flowage, including the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Lac Courte Oreilles Tribe, and the U.S.D.A. Forest Service, for managing and protecting its natural resources. 

"We are very excited to hold this Fund,” says Charlie Luthin, NRF executive director. “The Chippewa Flowage was designated as a Legacy Place by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources due to its high conservation significance and important recreation value, and we thank Chris and Patti for having the foresight to help protect this natural gem for many generations to come."

NRF is a nonprofit organization that creates opportunities for individuals and organizations who care about Wisconsin’s lands, waters, and wildlife to: deepen their understanding and appreciation for these resources; support state and local conservation programs; and create conservation endowments. For more information, visit www.wisconservation.org or call (866) 264-4096.
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