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Foundation Awards Gift to Lower Wisconsin State Riverway for Floodplain Restoration
The Department of Natural Resources recently received a $2,000 gift from the Natural Resources Foundation to help improve floodplain habitat along the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway. The gift was made possible through the Foundation’s Lower Wisconsin State Riverway Fund, an endowment created by former DNR wildlife manager, Paul Brandt (deceased), who worked on the Riverway for over 30 years.

Mr. Brandt created this endowed fund to permanently support wildlife habitat restoration and management activities along the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway.  He helped build the endowment during his lifetime, and left a significant gift to the Fund through his estate.  

Steve Colden, DNR Property Team Supervisor for the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway says the DNR will use this gift  to enhance swamp white oak seed collection and planting at the Wilson Nursery in Boscobel. “Increased availability of swamp white oak seedlings to private landowners and DNR forestry and wildlife programs will help improve floodplain forest habitat, especially for wood ducks, but also for many other wildlife species in the river valley that depend on it as an important food source,” explains Colden.

“We’re very pleased to support this project along the Riverway,” says Charlie Luthin, executive director for the Natural Resources Foundation. “After the recent heavy flooding and the devastation it caused to so many communities, restoring floodplain habitat is more important than ever before, not only for the wildlife, but for the human communities as well.”
The Natural Resources Foundation is a nonprofit organization that creates opportunities for individuals and organizations who care about Wisconsin’s lands, waters and wildlife to: deepen their understanding and appreciation for these resources; support state and local conservation programs; and create conservation endowments. NRF’s conservation priorities include: Rare & Endangered Species Protection, State Natural Areas, Invasive Species Control, and Environmental Education & Outreach. For more information on the Natural Resources Foundation, visit www.wisconservation.org
