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**FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE**               November 29, 2007
Contact: Dave Clutter  (608) 264-8922 
Natural Areas Campaign Director
Natural Resources Foundation
NATURAL RESOURCES FOUNDATION RECOGNIZES AES
Applied Ecological Services “Adopts” Swenson Wet Prairie State Natural Area
Applied Ecological Services (AES), a broad-based ecological consulting, contracting, and restoration firm, has adopted Swenson Wet Prairie as part of the Natural Resources Foundation’s Adopt-a-Natural Area Program. By adopting Swenson Wet Prairie, AES has committed to a three-year pledge of on site management to support the enhancement and preservation of this natural gem. 
Rock County’s Swenson Wet Prairie, a pristine low lying floodplain property, is home to rare bird and native plant species such as the yellow breasted chat and prairie Indian plantain.  The site contains an excellent example of a wet-mesic prairie and sedge meadow with low river bottom savanna and scrub interspersed with shallow, abandoned river channels.  
"We appreciate the unique opportunity to work with the Natural Resources Foundation and WDNR to help protect and manage such an outstanding natural resource that is literally our next door neighbor. It’s especially exciting and gratifying for AES because many of our staff are aware of and enjoy the rich biodiversity of the Swenson Wet Prairie State Natural Area."  Susan Lehnhardt, AES Ecologist
Charlie Luthin, the Natural Resources Foundation’s executive director said, “We are delighted to help facilitate the link between corporate and individual donors and important public lands that need attention.  We appreciate AES’ dedication to helping manage vital natural areas in Wisconsin.”

The Swenson Wet Prairie was designated as a State Natural Area in 1968.  For more detailed information on Swenson Wet Prairie please visit: http://dnr.wi.gov/org/land/er/sna/sna64.htm
The Natural Resources Foundation, a statewide non-profit organization, invites individuals, businesses and organizations to become directly involved in the protection and stewardship of Wisconsin’s State Natural Areas through its Adopt-a-Natural Area Program.  For more information, visit www.wisconservation.org or call (866)264-4096.
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