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We Energies Adopts A “Barren” Landscape 





Contact- Charlie Luthin, Executive Director, Natural Resources Foundation


 (608) 261-4384 





	A remote, “barren” landscape in Florence County will receive a lot of special attention Saturday, June 2, when Spread Eagle Barrens State Natural Area will be officially dedicated by the Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative as an “Important Bird Area.” 





 	The Important Bird Areas (IBA) Program is a global initiative that links local and state conservation efforts to national and international efforts to protect essential habitat for all birds.  Sites selected for official designation are considered to be exceptionally significant for bird conservation. Wisconsin has officially dedicated 48 IBA sites, with an additional 39 sites approved as IBAs.  Thousands of IBA sites have been identified throughout the world.





	Spread Eagle Barrens is one of 418 properties protected within Wisconsin’s system of State Natural Areas. These remnant landscapes protect the best examples of the Wisconsin’s native plant and animal communities and harbor over 60% of the state’s most threatened and endangered species. Spread Eagle Barrens is unique for its extensive landscape of bracken grasslands dotted with scattered trees. The Barrens protects many rare or declining bird species including northern harrier and upland sandpiper. Black bear, fisher, badger and red fox also inhabit the Barrens.





	We Energies through the Wisconsin Energy Corporation Foundation, will also officially adopt Spread Eagle Barrens SNA this weekend, as part of the Natural Resources Foundation’s Adopt-a-Natural Area Program. By adopting Spread Eagle Barrens, We Energies has committed to a three-year pledge of financial support for the management and enhancement of this natural gem. For the past three years, We Energies has adopted Kurtz Woods SNA in Ozaukee County.





	“Being good stewards of our valuable State Natural Areas is a must, and since We Energies owns land within the Spread Eagle Barrens SNA, it seems a perfect fit for us to continue our efforts by participating in stewardship activities at this unique property,” stated Kristine Krause, We Energies’ Environmental Vice President.     





	“We are delighted to help facilitate the link between corporate and individual donors and important public lands that need attention.  We appreciate We Energies’ dedication to helping manage vital natural areas in Wisconsin,” stated Charlie Luthin, the Natural Resources Foundation’s executive director.





	The Natural Resources Foundation, a statewide non-profit organization,   invites individuals, businesses and organizations to become directly involved in the protection and stewardship of Wisconsin’s State Natural Areas through its Adopt-a-Natural Area Program.  For more information, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.wisconservation.org" ��www.wisconservation.org� or call (866)264-4096.











