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The Natural Resources Foundation
announces its 2004 grant cycle for the

C.D. Besadny Conservation Grants (BCG)
Program. This program offers small match-
ing grants ranging from $100 to $1000 to
private and public organizations, along with
government entities, in support of environ-
mental education or conservation projects
that foster responsible stewardship of our
natural resources at the local level. The pro-
gram takes its name from C.D. “Buzz”
Besadny, the former Secretary of the DNR,
and an active NRF board member who
became one of the nation’s most respected
natural resources officials; accordingly, NRF
named this grant program in honor of his
lifelong dedication to environmental educa-
tion in Wisconsin. Since its inception in
1989, the BCG Program has awarded 247
grants in 68 counties totaling $162,340. In
2003, NRF awarded nearly $20,000 to 24

projects involving environmental education
for youth and adults, habitat restoration, and
wildlife preservation. For the 2004 grant
cycle, NRF will give precedence to support-
ing projects in counties that have not yet
received Besadny support: Clark, Green
Lake, Marquette, and Iron. 

The deadline for 2004 grant applica-
tions is January 15, 2004. For application
guidelines and forms, visit our Web site
www.nrfwis.org, and go to Grant Opportu-
nities. Or, you can call us toll free at (866)
264-4096 to request application materials. ■

Announcing the C.D. Besadny
2004 Grant Cycle
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The BCG Program is made possible,
in part, through a modest endow-

ment. NRF is continuously seeking new
support for this important grant program
to ensure the foundation’s long-term
ability to fund locally based conserva-
tion efforts. “Our Besadny small grants
program is one of the best ways our
Foundation can have a positive impact
on conservation throughout the state,
by supporting locally-generated conser-
vation initiatives at the community
level,” comments NRF founder and
Board Chair, Ron Semmann. 

For three years, WE Energies Foun-
dation has supported the BCG Program
with a $10,000 matching grant. You,
too, can support this important program,
and help foster responsible stewardship
of our natural resources, by donating
directly to the Besadny Conservation
Grant Fund or Endowment. Donations
made to the BCG Fund are used for
annual grant awards. Contributions to
the BCG Endowment are added to the
endowment principle and will generate
interest for funding future grants. Use the
membership form on p.3 to make your con-
tribution today, and help foster responsible
stewardship of our Natural Resources! ■

On October 16, the 2003 flock of juve-
nile Whooping Cranes lifted off from

the cool morning mist of the Necedah
National Wildlife Refuge in Juneau County,
commencing their first fall migration. Fol-
lowing the vortices of three ultralight
planes, the cranes flew 45.8 miles into Sauk
County, where they waited out heavy wind
conditions in the sanctity of a private farm.
By November 21, they had reached Cum-
berland County, Tennessee, and had flown
an accumulated distance of 652 miles.
Migration staff hope the cranes will reach
the Chassahowitzka National Wildlife
Refuge by early December. 

SOUTHBOUND
The 2003 flock of
Whooping Cranes 
is heading south!

Continued on page 4.

Over the past three years, NRF has contributed
more than $152,000 to the Whooping Crane 
Reintroduction Project in Wisconsin.

Pleasant View school children restore their school
prairie with help from a BCG grant.
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A Look Ahead —  Letter from the Executive Director

During its recent strategic planning session, the Board of Directors set an
ambitious course for the future of the Natural Resources Foundation. Not

only will we continue and expand our current program activities—including our
popular and successful Besadny Conservation Grants Program, hosting
field trips to wild and remote places around the state, and the Whooping Crane
Reintroduction Project—we will also develop a new and extensive campaign
to raise awareness and support for our statewide system of State Natural

Areas (SNAs). There are currently 408 SNAs in Wisconsin, representing over 150,000 acres of the
“best of the best” protected landscapes that Wisconsin has to offer—bogs, fens, remnant old-growth
forest communities, swamps, dunes, shorelines, prairies, and savannas-providing habitat for some of
our state’s rarest plants and animals. While the majority of these sites are owned by the State, some
occur on federal, county, or municipal property, and others are privately owned by groups such as The
Nature Conservancy. Unfortunately, state budget cuts have all but eliminated the funds available to
manage and protect these critically important elements of our original natural heritage. 

We will be kicking off our SNA campaign in 2004, and our next issue of Bridges will 
feature State Natural Areas. Stay tuned for this exciting and important program! ■

Charlie Luthin
Executive Director

Jim Matras Joins the
Board of Directors

The Natural Resources Foundation wel-
comes Jim Matras of Lodi to its Board of

Directors. Jim graduated from the Governor’s
State University in Chicago, IL, with a BA
in Transportation Management. He com-
pleted post-graduate work in Interstate
Commerce Law, Practice, and Procedure.
Prior to owning his own business, Jim worked
as a Hearings Officer for the Illinois Com-
merce Commission. He has also worked for
motor carriers, an international steamship
company, and has taught at Northeast Wis-
consin Technical Institute.

Jim is currently President and CEO of
ITS Compliance, Inc. ITS, in business for 20
years, provides regulatory compliance and
management consulting services to compa-
nies that operate truck fleets. 

Jim became more involved in conserva-
tion issues after he started pursuing his
avocation-scuba diving-in the mid 1990’s.

He participates in a number of environmen-
tal organizations as a member and
contributor. Bringing with him knowledge of
transportation and fuel consumption issues,
he looks forward to taking an active role in
caring for our corner of the planet. Welcome
to the Board, Jim! ■

Barb Barzen Returns
to the Foundation

Barb Barzen recently returned to the Foun-
dation after assisting the DNR’s Bureau

of Endangered Resources with fundraising for
the past three years. Barb was a staff member
at the Foundation from 1988-2000, and now
serves as our part-time grants coordinator
(and organizational history expert). She and
her family live in the river bluffs east of
Spring Green, where they work on prairie
and savanna restoration projects, and efforts
to help wintering eagles. She enjoys running,
knitting, skiing, and photography when time
allows. Welcome back Barb! ■

TESTIMONIES FROM OUR MEMBERS

When I think of the 
Natural Resources
Foundation, 
I think…

“of how proud I am to be part of an organization protecting
Wisconsin’s wild places for future generations.”

“how copiously endowed this state is in natural resources,
natural beauty, and inspiring areas where peace and solitude
permit one to reorder and deepen appreciation of how
fortunate we are to reside here; how critically important it is
to protect and preserve our inheritance.”



2004 Field Trips

In mid-March, NRF members will receive
their registration materials for our 2004

field trips (non-members must wait until
April). These trips fill up very quickly, so
make sure you keep your membership cur-
rent in order to receive the listing before the
general public! Refer to the mailing label on
this newsletter to view your membership
renewal date. If your membership is past
due, or if it will expire soon, renew now
using the membership form attached below
to ensure that you receive the 2004 field trip
schedule early—a benefit of membership!
Over 60 great field trips to wild and remote
corners of the state await you! ■

Don’t miss the opportunity to participate
in these exciting trips!

Whooping Crane Reintroduction Project  $30,250
Nine grants totaling $30,250 were secured to support the Whooping Crane
Reintroduction Project. This money is used to provide direct financial sup-
port to members of the Whooping Crane Eastern Partnership, and pay for
vital veterinary services, supplies, and equipment.

Organizational Capacity Grant $5,000
This grant from the Patrick & Anna M. Cudahy Fund helps support the
Foundation’s operational needs.

Field Guide to Amphibians and Reptiles  $11,500
An anonymous foundation supported this field guide published by the DNR. 

Challenge Grant for Annual Campaign  $3,500
The first $3,500 that NRF raised through our annual campaign this fall was
matched by an anonymous donor.

Land Legacy Report  $5,000
A grant from the Wisconsin Energy Corporation Foundation will allow NRF
to pay for publishing of the Land Legacy Report—a DNR publication of places
critical in meeting Wisconsin’s future conservation and recreation needs. 

Besadny Conservation Grants  $10,000
The Wisconsin Energy Corporation Foundation provided this grant in sup-
port of the 2003 Besadny Conservation Grants Awards. 

Goshawk Survey  $12,472 in-kind
Pilot services and airplane time were donated by the Windway Capital Cor-
poration Foundation to survey Goshawks, which are listed as a Species of
Special Concern in Wisconsin. 

Great Wisconsin Birding and Nature Trail  $5,000
The Plum Creek Foundation contributed $5,000 for development of the
Great Wisconsin Birding and Nature Trail. The first “loop” of this statewide
auto trail will run through 18 northern counties, leading trail users to many
of the most spectacular natural areas and birding hot spots in the area.

GRANTS REPORT: January–October 2003
During the first ten months of 2003, NRF received $82,722 in grants and in-kind
services for eight projects:

Support Your Foundation Today!
Renew your membership, or become a new Natural Resources Foundation member today, and help protect rare species and pris-
tine habitats. Support the Besadny Conservation Grants Program and help foster responsible stewardship of our natural
resources. Please fill out this form and return it to the Natural Resources Foundation, PO Box 2317, Madison, WI 53701-2317. 

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Phone

E-mail

Please charge my contribution to:
■■ Visa      ■■ Mastercard

Card number Exp. Date

Signature

To make a credit card donation by phone, please call 608-266-3138
or toll-free 1-866-264-4096 between 8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

Do you want to leave a lasting legacy by protecting our natural
resources into the future? Consider making a planned gift to the
Natural Resources Foundation and help strengthen Wisconsin’s 
natural resources legacy through your own legacy. Call today to 
discuss planned giving with a NRF staff person at (866) 264-4096.

Contributions to the Natural Resources Foundation are tax-deductible 
to the fullest extent allowable by state and federal law.

Visit our Web site at www.nrfwis.org to learn more about 
our exciting member benefits!

NRF Membership Besadny Conservation Grants Program

■■ $25 Friend
■■ $50 Contributing
■■ $100 Resource Protector
■■ $150 Conservation Patron
■■ $250 Biodiversity Defender
■■ $500 Stewardship Leader
■■ Other: $______________
■■ Please, no benefits
■■ This is a Membership Renewal

■■ $25
■■ $50 
■■ $100 

■■ $250 
■■ $500
■■ Other: $_____________

YES! I want to support this important 
conservation program. Enclosed is my additional
contribution in the amount of:

Please dedicate my contribution to:
■■ The BCG Fund
■■ The BCG Endowment
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SOUTHBOUND
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The 16 juvenile whoopers from the
Necedah Refuge are not the only whoopers
heading south. In other parts of North Ameri-
ca, there are currently more than 200 wild
whoopers migrating from northeastern Alberta
and southwestern Saskatchewan to the
Aransas National Wildlife Refuge in Texas.
This year, biologists counted a record 61 nests
in the Canadian breeding grounds, which
added an additional 27 chicks to the migrating
flock.

The captive-reared Whooping Cranes
from the ‘01 and ‘02 flocks, which spent their
spring and summer living independently in the
wetlands of Wisconsin, northern Illinois, and
eastern Minnesota, began their unassisted
migration south in mid-November. For the
cranes of the 2002 flock, this is their first unas-
sisted migration to their wintering grounds in
Florida. Following the experienced wings of the
2001 flock, and relying on their inherent
migratory wisdom, they are sure to arrive safely.

For current updates on the 2003 flock’s fall
migration, visit our Web site, www.nrfwis.org,
or visit www.operationmigration.org for daily
status reports “from the field.” To read about
the whoopers from the 2001 and 2002 flocks,
visit www.savingcranes.org/whatsnew/Migra-
tion_flocks.asp

Thanks to the support of our Crane Club
Members and outside donors, the Natural
Resources Foundation has raised over $32,000
in 2003 for the Whooping Crane Reintroduc-
tion Project. With these funds, the Foundation
was able to purchase a truck this fall to assist
Operation Migration staff with the 2003
migration. NRF is proud to support the
Whooping Crane Eastern Partnership mem-
bers who are working hard to help reestablish a
migrating flock of whoopers in Wisconsin. ■

This year, Nancy and Robert Dott of
Madison generously gave $1000 to spon-

sor an entire day of the whoopers’ migration.
They chose November 11 as a day of remem-
brance and peace, dedicated to their
grandchildren, “so that they may see cranes
flying in their future.” MG&E also con-
tributed $1000 in 2002, and again in 2003, to
the reintroduction project. Wildlife Forever
issued a $2500 challenge grant, and the Dar-
den Foundation issued a $12,000 grant for the
cranes. Special thanks to these donors, and to
all our Crane Club and Natural Resources
Foundation members who dedicated their
contribution to the cranes. Together we are
carving out a safe place for the whoopers in
our corner of the world. ■

NRF Chair, Ron Semmann, presented an award
in April to MG&E Chairman, President, and CEO
Gary Wolter for their support of the Whooping
Crane Reintroduction Project.

NRF purchased this truck in 2003 to help
Operation Migration’s transportation needs.
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