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The Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin Awards $22,000 to Grassroots Conservation Groups Statewide through its C.D. Besadny Conservation Grant Program 
The Natural Resources Foundation (NRF) recently awarded $22,375 to 24 organizations throughout the state for conservation projects which promote the responsible stewardship of Wisconsin’s natural resources at the local level. Grant recipients include the Governor's Council on Invasive Species for a public outreach campaign on invasive species, Mapplewood Middle School in Menasha for a Forest Restoration Project and the Clark County Forestry and Parks Department for a Self-Guided Interpretive Trail.
Since 1991, the Natural Resources Foundation has awarded over $200,000 through match grants of up to $1000 to 300 organizations in every county throughout Wisconsin. This unique small grant opportunity takes its name from C.D. "Buzz" Besadny, the former head of the WI Department of Natural Resources (DNR) who passed away in 1999. As DNR Secretary, Buzz became one of the nation's most respected natural resources officials and NRF named its grants program in honor of his lifelong dedication to supporting environmental education in Wisconsin.
“Our Besadny Small grants program is one of the best ways our Foundation can have a positive impact on conservation throughout the state, by supporting locally-generated conservation initiatives at the community level,” commented NRF founder and former board chair, Ron Semmann.
The grant program is made possible through a modest endowment created by the Foundation, and through a match grant from Wisconsin Energy Corporation Foundation (WE Energies) who has supported the program for the last four years. 
The Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin is an independent, nonprofit organization that works with public and private partners to promote the knowledge, enjoyment, and stewardship of Wisconsin's natural resources. NRF programs include: Endangered Species Protection, Outreach and Environmental Education, Habitat Protection & Conservation, Community-based Conservation and Support for Department of Natural Resources Conservation and Education Programs.
For more information on the Natural Resources Foundation or the Besadny Grant Program, visit www.nrfwis.org or call (866) 264-4096.
