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The Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin Announces its 2006 C.D. Besadny Conservation Grant Cycle 

Contact: Camille Zanoni, (608) 266-1430   Camille.Zanoni@dnr.state.wi.us
The Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin (NRF) announces its 2006 C.D. Besadny Conservation Grant Cycle. The Natural Resources Foundation awards matching grants of up to $1000 to groups throughout Wisconsin in support of conservation projects that promote the responsible stewardship of Wisconsin’s natural resources at the local level. 

“Our Besadny small grants program is one of the best ways our foundation can have a positive impact on conservation throughout the state, by supporting locally-generated conservation initiatives at the community level,” comments NRF co-founder and board member, Ron Semmann.

In 2005, NRF awarded over $22,000 to 24 projects involving environmental education outreach, habitat restoration and wildlife preservation. Since its inception, the grant program has awarded 300 grants in 71 counties with awards surpassing $200,000. NRF is encouraging public and private organizations, and government agencies to apply for Besadny Conservation Grants again this year. NRF is especially interested in funding conservation projects from Dodge County, in 2006. 

This year's applications are due at the NRF office by January 15, 2006. You may request a Besadny Conservation Grant application by calling 866-264-4096, or by visiting our Web site at www.wisconservation.org. Questions about the program may be directed to Camille Zanoni, NRF Program Director (608-266-1430 / Camille.Zanoni@dnr.state.wi.us ).
Founded in 1991, the grant program takes its name from C.D. "Buzz" Besadny, the former head of the WI Department of Natural Resources and an active NRF board member, who passed away in 1999. As DNR Secretary, Buzz became one of the nation's most respected natural resources officials and NRF named its grants program in honor of his lifelong dedication to natural resource conservation in Wisconsin. 

The C.D. Besadny Grant Program is made possible through NRF’s Besadny Conservation Endowment, but NRF is continuously seeking new support for its grant program to ensure that the organization can continue to fund conservation efforts at the current or greater level.

The Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin is an independent, nonprofit organization that works with public and private partners to promote the knowledge, enjoyment, and stewardship of Wisconsin's natural resources. Since its inception in 1986, the Foundation has contributed over 1.2 million dollars to conservation projects throughout the state.

For more information on the Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin, visit www.wisconservation.org
Board of Directors


Darrell Bazzell


Linda Bochert 


Bruce Braun


Daniel Flaherty


Robert Froehlke


Kristine Krause


Holly Kuusinen


Richard Lorang


William Lunney


Peg Mallery


James Matras


George Meyer


Tom Olson


Ron Semmann


Todd Tiefenthaler


Albert Toma





Emeritus


Anthony Earl 


Margaret Van Alstyne


Sally Whiffen





Ex-Officio


Scott Hassett





Staff


Charlie Luthin, 


Executive Director





Camille Zanoni,


Program Director





Susan Kilmer


Office Manager





Scott Seavey,


Financial Officer





Christine Tanzer,


Field Trip Coordinator





Barb Barzen,


Grants Coordinator





David Clutter


Natural Areas Coordinator





Robert Beets


Communications Coordinator
































