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The Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin (NRF) recently granted $170,000 to the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) for State Natural Area management and endangered species protection. The gift will also support the Department’s Landowner Incentive Program, a grant program that helps private landowners manage and restore habitat for rare species on their land. Funding was provided through the Natural Resources Foundation's ATC Environmental Stewardship Fund.


 


“We are very pleased to provide funding for these important natural resource programs within the DNR,” says Charlie Luthin, executive director to the Natural Resources Foundation. “Supporting DNR’s highest conservation needs remains a top priority of the Natural Resources Foundation.”


 


“Thanks to the hard work of the Natural Resources Foundation, the Bureau of Endangered Resources (BER) has been able to implement a number of projects working toward protection and recovery of listed species,” says Rebecca Schroeder, Section Chief for BER’s Ecosystem and Diversity Conservation Section.  “A $15,000 gift from NRF has been used to match $45,000 of federal money being used to hire a Karner Blue Butterfly recovery coordinator, conduct surveys for three federally listed plants, and survey the nesting habitat of the piping plover, a federally endangered bird.  Additionally, a $15,000 NRF gift is being used to conduct state-wide surveys for the state threatened wood turtle.” 





“A $120,000 gift from NRF is being applied to work on State Natural Areas,” she continues, “$30,000 of which will be used to conduct vegetative management on partner-owned SNAs.  The remainder will pay the salary of staff working in several locations statewide planning for and conducting on-the-ground management of SNAs. This latest gift from NRF is a significant boost to our ability to achieve protection and recovery of our state's most threatened plants and animals and maintain the qualities of natural community gems identified as part of the State Natural Area system.”     





The Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin is an independent, nonprofit organization that works with public and private partners to promote the knowledge, enjoyment, and stewardship of Wisconsin's natural resources. Since its inception in 1986, the Foundation has contributed over 1.4 million dollars to conservation projects throughout the state, primarily in support of Department of Natural Resources programs. For more information on the Natural Resources Foundation, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.wisconservation.org" ��www.wisconservation.org� or call (866) 264-4096.
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