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Memorializing a Conservation Legacy


The Natural Resources Foundation creates the Paul & Alice Olson Memorial Fund in support of prairie chicken conservation 





CONTACT: Camille Zanoni, NRF 608.266.1430, Camille.zanoni@wisconsin.gov





Friends, family members and colleagues recently honored the passing of Alice Dybdahl Olson, wife to the late Paul Olson (1993), by creating an endowed fund in their memory through the Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin. The Paul and Alice Olson Memorial Fund will primarily support the protection of the endangered prairie chicken in Wisconsin. 





Paul Olson began his work with the prairie chickens in the late 1950s. As the founder of the Dane County Conservation League’s Prairie Chicken Foundation, Mr. Olson promoted the program to rebuild the prairie chicken population and raised funds to acquire land in central Wisconsin to serve as habitat for the endangered birds. With the Madison Public Schools, Mr. Olson also initiated the Black Earth Creek Trout Stream Rehabilitation Program and was the leader in the establishment of the Madison School Forest and its educational programs. He received national awards as a conservation educator. He was a founder of The Wisconsin chapter of The Nature Conservancy and served as its Chairman for 16 years. He was appointed by Gov. Gaylord Nelson to the Wisconsin Conservation Commission (Natural Resources Board). For more than 25 years, Mr. Olson dedicated himself to the prairie chicken’s recovery, working side by side with renowned conservationists, Fred and Frances Hamerstrom, Willis Sullivan, Dory Vallier and Gordon Kummer. In 1989, Mr. Olson was inducted into the Wisconsin Conservation Hall of Fame in recognition of his life long dedication to conservation.





His wife, Alice, dedicated her life to her family, neighborhood and church and greatly enhanced her community through her work with the Town of Madison Recreation Department. Together, they started a community club and helped build a playground in their neighborhood. She provided countless hours of “”behind the scenes” assistance on conservation projects. Paul Olson once explained his devotion to Wisconsin's prairie chickens as a way in which he could leave a legacy for his children. Today, the Paul & Alice Olson Memorial Fund will ensure that their legacy lives on in perpetuity to carry on their life’s work and mission.   





The Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin is an independent, nonprofit organization that works with public and private partners to promote the knowledge, enjoyment, and stewardship of Wisconsin's natural resources. Since its inception in 1986, the Foundation has contributed over 1.4 million dollars to conservation projects throughout the state, primarily in support of Department of Natural Resources programs. For more information on the Natural Resources Foundation or the Paul & Alice Olson Memorial Fund, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.wisconservation.org" ��www.wisconservation.org� or call (866) 264-4096.
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