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QUIET CONSERVATION HERO HONORED
WITH RIVERWAY DEDICATION
(Madison, WI) Paul Brandt, a man who dedicated his life to protecting the lower Wisconsin River, will be remembered as the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) dedicates part of the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway in his honor on Tuesday.  Brandt, a life-long DNR employee, surprised the Wisconsin conservation community in 2006 when he left the majority of his estate - over $600,000 - to the Natural Resources Foundation’s Lower Wisconsin Riverway Fund.  

Brandt worked along the river for much of his career according to Brandt’s DNR supervisor Carl Batha, now retired.  “His relationship with local citizens allowed him to quietly change the face of Southwest Wisconsin by helping the State purchase thousands of acres of public land along the Lower Wisconsin River,” noted Batha.  “Paul was known for his passion for doing the right thing for the area’s natural resources,” Batha concluded.
The Natural Resources Foundation received the gift when Brandt passed away unexpectedly at age 60 in 2006.  Charlie Luthin, executive director of the Foundation, observed, “I can’t think of a better way to remember Paul than to formally dedicate in his memory the land that he helped protect during his lifetime.”  
In April, the DNR announced plans to formally dedicate the Millville Unit of the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway in Paul’s honor.  The Natural Resources Foundation and the DNR will hold a formal dedication ceremony, “Celebration of a Conservation Hero,” at Wyalusing State Park on Tuesday, May 20.
The day’s events, beginning at 1 p.m. in the park’s Peterson Shelter, include a reception, release of a rehabilitated hawk, and presentations by Brandt family members and his colleagues. Guests will then be invited to honor his life and legacy at a dedication and placement of a stone memorial at the Millville Unit of the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway.
Editor’s Note:  The dedication ceremonies commence at 1pm on Tuesday May 20th at Wyalusing State Park, Peterson Shelter.
Reporters and photographers are welcome for any part of the day’s activities, but those planning to attend are asked to contact Jeffrey Potter at the Natural Resources Foundation (608-261-4392) for details.
###

The Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin is a 501c-3 non-profit organization based in Madison, Wisconsin.  For more than twenty years, the Foundation has worked with citizens, businesses, non-profits and the government to promote the protection and enjoyment of Wisconsin’s public lands, waters and wildlife.  Learn more and donate online at www.wisconservation.org.  
The Lower Wisconsin State Riverway, established in 1989, encompasses 79,275 acres, extending 92.3 miles from below the dam at Prairie du Sac to the confluence with the Mississippi River near Prairie du Chien. The riverway is administered by the Lower Wisconsin Riverway Board, composed local residents and local elected officials from along the riverway. More information is available on the Lower Wisconsin State Riverway Board Web site at [lwr.state.wi.us] 
