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FRIENDS OF DEVIL’S LAKE CREATES PERMANENT FUND TO SUPPORT PARK
This morning, Friends of Devil’s Lake State Park made history and created a future simultaneously.  The friends group established a permanent endowment fund that will provide perpetual financial support to the group and the state park long into the future.  

Dierk van Cleef, president of the friends group that was created to enhance, beautify and support Devil’s Lake State Park, signed a formal agreement with and provided a check to the Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin, a statewide conservation organization that manages the “Wisconsin Conservation Endowment,” a permanent fund that supports a diversity of conservation programs and public properties throughout the state.  Each year the “Devil’s Lake State Park Endowment” will provide a distribution that will be used to support the park.
“This endowment helps ensures the financial future of Devil’s Lake,” stated van Cleef.  “Although it is still a small endowment, we hope that those who love Devil’s Lake will help build this endowment significantly with direct gifts and through their estate plans.  This is an opportunity for us to give back to a park that has given us so much.”  Devil’s Lake State Park, one of the most visited state parks in Wisconsin, joins the ranks of other state parks with permanent endowments, including Wyalusing, Governor Dodge and Kohler-Andrae.

Steven Schmelzer, property supervisor for Devil’s Lake State Park offered, “I am pleased with this important initiative by Friends of Devil’s Lake and I greatly appreciate their interest in helping provide financial support for the park long into the future.  The friends group has been a real ally, helping with countless volunteer hours and financial support.  This endowment takes their support to another level.”

Charlie Luthin, executive director of the Madison-based Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin, joined van Cleef and Schmelzer on this beautiful spring day for the historic agreement signing to create the endowment at Devil’s Lake headquarters.  The Foundation, a private non-profit organization, raises private dollars to support public conservation needs throughout the state.  The Wisconsin Conservation Endowment managed by the Foundation (serving as a community foundation for conservation) represents almost $2 million in invested assets that support 43 different programs and properties.  “We are delighted that Devil’s Lake now has a permanent endowment.  This beloved property will benefit greatly from the establishment of this permanent fund.  Furthermore, future donors will help build this legacy by contributing to this fund,” noted Luthin. 
Further information about Friends of Devil’s Lake can be found at: [website?] 

More information about the Wisconsin Conservation Endowment can be found on the Foundation’s website:  www.wisconservation.org
