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SON HONORS FATHER AND FATHER’S FRIEND WITH GIFT TO 
PROTECT THE FLAMBEAU RIVER STATE FOREST

(Madison, WI)  Jacob Barnes has fond childhood memories of exploring the Flambeau River State Forest in Sawyer County, Wisconsin, with his father. It was in the forest that Jacob learned to love Wisconsin’s wilderness.  According to Barnes, those experiences forged a sense of environmental stewardship that continues to guide him today. 

To honor his father, former Eau Claire area attorney G. Donald Barnes, and his father’s good friend and fellow WWII veteran, Daniel Brown, Jacob has created a permanent endowed fund that will protect the places he explored as a child with his father.  The Daniel F. Brown & G. Donald Barnes Flambeau River State Forest Fund will support the state’s management and protection of the Flambeau River State Forest.

“My hope is that the fund will enable the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to continue to provide quality recreational opportunities within the forest,” explained Barnes. “I hope that the Flambeau River will be maintained as a pristine river so that my children’s children can enjoy it as my father, Dan, and I have,” Barnes concluded.
The Flambeau River State Forest includes over 90,000 acres of forest in the north-central region of Wisconsin. The Flambeau River transects the forest, providing over 75 miles of nearly uninterrupted natural beauty.  It includes stretches of whitewater favored by paddlers in the state. The river also serves as a major lifeline for the forest. Along its tree-lined banks one can find deer, wolves, black bear, otter, bald eagles and ospreys. 

“What sets the Flambeau River State Forest apart and draws people back here is the remote and wild nature of the forest,” explained Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources forest superintendent, James Halverson.  “This fund provides a great opportunity to carry on the legacy of those touched by the Flambeau,” Halverson concluded.
The Daniel F. Brown & G. Donald Barnes Flambeau River State Forest Fund is administered by the Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin. Foundation executive director Charlie Luthin was grateful for Barnes’ gift, “Wisconsin is blessed, not only with the gifts of nature, but with people like Jacob Barnes who support the protection of our public lands, waters and wildlife.”
The Foundation offers individuals, non-profits, and businesses the opportunity to create permanent endowed conservation funds for a region of the state, a special public site, or favorite species of wildlife, conservation program or organization.  A percentage of the Flambeau River State Forest Fund’s assets will be disbursed to the DNR on an annual basis to support the beautification, protection, enhancement and management the Flambeau River State Forest.  Donations to the fund can be made by contacting Camille Zanoni, Director of Member Relations, at 608-266-1430.

Editor’s Note:  
An event to commemorate the creation of the Flambeau River State Forest Fund will be held on May 24, 2008 at 9:30am.  The event will be held at the Connors Lake Pavilion at the Flambeau River State Forest, W1613 County Road in Winter, Wisconsin.

Reporters and photographers are welcome for any part of the event, but those planning to attend are asked to contact Camille Zanoni at the Natural Resources Foundation (608-266-1430) for details.  
###

The Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin is a 501c-3 non-profit organization based in Madison, Wisconsin.  For more than twenty years, the Foundation has worked with citizens, businesses, non-profits and the government to promote the protection and enjoyment of Wisconsin’s public lands, waters and wildlife.  For more information on the Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin or the Daniel F. Brown & G. Donald Barnes Flambeau River State Forest Fund visit www.wisconservation.org
