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Post-Trip: 6 days in Zanzibar

Your Day-to-Day Itinerary

Overseas Adventure Travel
Overseas Adventure Travel, founded in 1978, is America’s leading adventure travel company. The New York Times, Condé Nast Traveler, The Los Angeles Times, Travel + Leisure, The Wall Street Journal, US News & World Report, and others have recommended OAT trips. But our most impressive reviews come from our customers: Thousands of travelers have joined our trips, and 95% of them say they’d gladly travel with us again, and recommend us to their friends. 

 A Word About Adventure Travel in East Africa

Our Safari Serengeti: Tanzania Lodge & Tented Safari is designed for people who want a different kind of travel experience.  We seek out unusual experiences, in out-of-the-way places where ordinary tours don’t go.  Tanzania is a developing country, and the overall quality of travel services is not what you would find in the United States or Europe. The economy and the pace of life are quite different from what we are accustomed to in North America.

Another part of the adventure is the possibility that things may change which make it impossible for us to follow this trip itinerary exactly.  When we are confronted with changing circumstances, this itinerary is the one we strive to follow. But, it’s important for you to know in advance that we may not be able to follow this plan verbatim.  The sequence of places visited may vary; when we are forced to make variations, we make every attempt to use facilities that are equivalent in quality. In particular, we often change our plans in response to animal migration patterns, in order to give you the best possible wildlife viewing.

It will help a great deal for you to bring to the trip an open mind, a sense of humor, flexibility, and a spirit of adventure that allows you to take the unexpected in stride.  If you do, you will have a remarkable experience!

 What This Trip is Like

This adventure is suitable for OAT travelers who live an active lifestyle, enjoy good health and mobility, are comfortable participating in 2-4 hours of daily physical activities of moderate intensity, able to walk 1-2 miles unassisted over the course of each day, and enjoy staying in tented camps & lodges in the bush with limited amenities.

Pacing of this Adventure

5 locations in 14 days; early morning and late afternoon game drives on safari days, rising at or before 6am.
The pace of this adventure is not demanding for most travelers.  We stay in most locations for two or four nights.

On game viewing days you have a two-to-three-hour morning game-viewing drive, a leisurely lunch back at camp, then another elective game-viewing drive in the afternoon. On most occasions, you will arise early for game viewing in order to see nocturnal animals while they are still active.  On some days, we have longer drives from one park to another.  Almost all of the roads are very rough, bumpy, and dusty and sometimes our transfers can be quite long. Driving times on these days can be up to about six hours, but we’ll break the drive with stops for lunch and/or game viewing.

Our itinerary may be adapted in response to animal migrations.  Infrequently, we might change our location during the camping portion.  

Terrain

The roads in Eastern Africa are generally in poor condition and this tour features a good deal of driving—sometimes covering long distances in one day. You should be prepared to ride over rough, bumpy, and sandy terrain during transfers and during game viewing. There is also sandy, uneven terrain at the camps.
Vehicles

Closed-sided 5- or 6-seater 4x4 vehicles with roof hatch; agility required to board. All have window seating. 20-seater coach used for airport transfers and Arusha cultural activities
We travel between parks and during our game-viewing drives in top-quality four-wheel-drive vehicles.  We feel that they are the finest safari vehicles in use in Tanzania today.  

These specially adapted vehicles offer:

· Safety:  Four-wheel-drive provides maximum traction and stability.

· Comfort:  Each passenger has an individual, high-backed seat, most with arm rests.

· Plenty of space:  Maximum of five or 6 passengers in each vehicle.

· Maximum visibility:  Every seat is a window seat.  A large hatch lifts up from the roof for unrestricted viewing.  You can photograph wildlife easily. A telephoto lens helps bring the animals even closer.
Special factors

Not appropriate for wheelchairs or other mobility aids. Jun-Aug coldest at night and early morning (40s), Oct-Nov hottest during day (100s).
Group size

16 maximum.
Trip Leader
There will be professional driver-guides for each vehicle (maximum of three vehicles on your safari), one of whom will be your trip leader.  Each is a certified graduate of training courses in both safari/expedition driving and wildlife knowledge.  Most return for further training each year.  All are excellent wildlife spotters, with a thorough knowledge of African animal behavior.  Most of our guides have a special additional interest: flowers, plants, mammals, birds, or perhaps a certain aspect of modern Tanzanian life or traditional culture.  During the trip, you’ll ride in different vehicles on different days, so you’ll get to know each member of our team.
Meals

Each morning, we have a full breakfast including eggs, cereal, toast or bread with jam and butter, fresh or tinned fruit.  Most lunches in the lodges are served buffet-style, and typically include meats, stews, vegetables, rice, potatoes, and dessert.  Lodge dinners are usually served at table, and include soup and breads, a main entree such as chicken, meat, or fish, with a vegetable side dish, followed by dessert. Depending on our game viewing activities, on some days we may have a hearty brunch instead of taking breakfast and lunch on that day.

Most of our meals are from the familiar Western cuisines, but we’ll mix this up with characteristic African fare:  you can try ugali, a maize meal dish; nyama na na ndizi, a meat and banana stew mtuzi; or sukuma wiki, fried green collards.  Beverages such as tea and coffee are served at all meals.  Bottled water is available for purchase in the lodges. One bottle of water is always provided in your room each day.

Please be sure to inform OAT when you book your trip if you have any special dietary requirements.

Accommodations

Because we travel in small groups, we can stay in more authentic, unique accommodations than larger tour groups.  Many convey a sense of African culture.  It’s important to note, however, that some of our lodgings might be quite small, trading size and scale for authenticity and tradition.  Some may even be family-run.  Amenities may not be what you expect from a hotel in the U.S.; in the rural areas of Africa, our lodgings may be limited in services.  For instance, the majority of our lodgings do not have elevators, water temperature and pressure may vary, and bed sizes may vary.  We strive at OAT to provide lodgings that give you a sense of the local culture, good service, and a good location.  We’re confident that, with a sense of adventure and flexibility, you’ll enjoy your OAT trip to its fullest.

Comfortable Safari Lodges & Hotels

We spend two nights on the outskirts of Arusha in secluded bungalows with lovely grounds.  We then move on to permanent tented accommodations overlooking Tarangire National Park and the surrounding plains. 

We spend one night near legendary Ngorongoro Crater before camping for four nights in the Serengeti. Afterwards, we stay for another two nights on the outer slopes of the crater.

OAT’s Serengeti Tented Camp

For our four nights in Serengeti National Park, we’ll enjoy the classic style of camping in the wilderness.” Our special tented safari camps are fully staffed, and set up well before you arrive.

· You stay in large walk-in tents equipped with camp beds, pillows, sheets and blankets, and en-suite flush toilets and shower. 

· There is a verandah in front of each tent with table, washbasin and two director’s chairs.

· The dining tent is complete with tables, chairs and tablecloths.

· Our camp cooks are the best around.

· Solar lights for evening light.

Please note that the only electricity comes from a generator that runs limited hours. Due to the scarcity of water in the Serengeti National Park and the effect of chemicals on the environment, laundry is restricted to small personal items only.

Grand Circle Travel Foundation

OAT’s World Classroom visits

During your trip, you’ll also have the opportunity to visit a local school supported by the Grand Circle Travel Foundation’s World Classroom initiative. Over the next five years, the Foundation will invest $10 million to educate the children of the communities to which we travel. To date, four local schools in the areas you’ll be traveling through—Banjika Secondary School, Bashay Primary School, Kambi Yi Nyoka School, and Njia Panda Primary School have received funds totaling $200,000 from the Grand Circle Travel Foundation to renovate classrooms and purchase much-needed school supplies.

Our travelers always find visits with children to be unforgettable highlights of their trip—and you will, too, when you stop by a school to interact with the students (provided school is in session). Many travelers choose to present a small donation of their own—for example, you might bring a deflated soccer ball, two or three math sets (containing a compass, protractor, and triangle), spiral notepads, or simple English storybooks.  This is entirely optional, but you are more than welcome to do so.

Included in Your Package Price

· Roundtrip international airfare from five U.S. cities

· 5 nights in safari lodges, 6 nights in tented camps (including 4 nights in our mobile tented camp in the Serengeti), and a dayroom in Arusha

· 32 meals: 11 breakfasts, 9 lunches, 12 dinners 
· Daily small group exploration and unique cultural activities (including up to 15 game drives)

· Services of expert OAT driver-guides

· All park and private camp fees

· 5% Frequent Traveler Credit toward your next OAT trip

· Special Good Buy Plan discount 

· 2 bottles of water per person, per day—1 bottle on the vehicle and 1 bottle at the lodge (if filtered water is not available)

·  Complimentary OAT safari bag

Not Included

· Optional excursions and activities

· Gratuities as outlined in the “Tipping Guidelines” below

· Visa fees, airport reciprocity fees, domestic or foreign departure taxes, and government fees (if applicable, shown separately on your invoice)

· Laundry service

Tipping Guidelines

For those of you who have asked for tipping suggestions, we offer these guidelines. Tips below are quoted in U.S. dollars; tips can be converted and paid in local currency (this is usually preferred) or in U.S. dollars (do not use personal or traveler's check for tips). Of course, whether you tip, and how much, is always at your own discretion.

OAT Trip Leader: It is customary to express a personal "thank you" to your OAT Trip Leader at the end of your trip, especially if he or she has provided you with individual service. As a guideline, many travelers give $10 per person per day.

Driver guides: $5-$7 per person, per day

Local guide: $2-$5 per person, per day, depending on optional tours and activities

OAT Serengeti Camp Staff: $10 per person, per day, to be shared amongst the staff

Lodge staff: $3-$5 per person, per day. Envelopes and tip boxes are provided at the lodge.
Housekeeping staff at hotels: $1-2 per room, per night

Safari Serengeti:

Tanzania Lodge & Tented Safari

14 Days, 5 Nights in Distinctive Lodgings

6 nights in Classic Tented Safari Camps

Optional 6-day post-trip extension:

Zanzibar

· Experience spectacular game viewing in Serengeti, Ngorongoro Crater, and Tarangire National Parks, with expert driver-guides to point out the wildlife

· Enjoy six nights at Classic Tented Camps in the Serengeti and Tarangire for a true safari experience in this world-renowned wildlife haven

· Visit the Olduvai Gorge, where the Leakeys discovered evidence of early humans
T
his is an in-depth experience of Tanzania’s legendary northern wildlife parks.  We visit Tarangire National Park and the Ngorongoro Crater Conservation Area.  Above all, we fully explore the vast, wildlife-rich savanna of Serengeti National Park, where the essence of the African bush endures. We use top-class, specially adapted four-wheel-drive vehicles, with a maximum of only five to six passengers per vehicle.  Your safari driver-guides are highly experienced at spotting wildlife.  There will be some opportunities for optional guided walks.

We stay in fine lodges and extraordinarily comfortable tented camps—you sleep in a bed each night, and enjoy fine food.  Imagine sitting in a canvas chair on the verandah of your tent, watching the sky turn pink above the vast plains spread out before you, listening to the sounds of distant animals. This is the classic East African safari experience!

Itinerary

An important word about your adventure

This is the itinerary we strive to follow, but due to local circumstances it is important for you to understand that we may not always be able to follow this plan in this exact order. The sequence of places visited and the days on which included features occur may vary. 

In addition, the described Optional Tours require a minimum participation level. Overseas Adventure Travel may choose to cancel any tour that does not reach that level. If any tour that you pre-purchased is cancelled, you will receive a full refund in the form that you paid.

Please note that optional tour prices listed below are subject to change.
Day 1
Depart from the U.S.
Depart today for your overseas flight.

Day 2
Arrive in Arusha, Tanzania via Amsterdam
● Arrive Tanzania

You arrive in Amsterdam’s Schiphol Airport in the morning.  After a short stop, you depart on a non-stop flight for Kilimanjaro Airport near Arusha, Tanzania.  You arrive late in the evening.  Your OAT Trip Leader will meet you at the airport to assist your transfer to tonight’s lodgings near Arusha.

Please note: You may also choose our optional overnight rest stop in Amsterdam. You’ll depart the U.S. and arrive in Amsterdam where you’ll spend the night at an airport hotel before departing to Arusha the next day with your fellow travelers. No OAT representative will meet you in Amsterdam, as the airport hotel provides a shuttle service from the airport.
Included Meals: Dinner

Day 3
Arusha

● Discover Tanzanian food, coffee, and crafts

Enjoy breakfast and a briefing by our OAT Trip Leader. Next, we’ll visit a tanzanite center to learn about this brilliant blue gem that’s native to Tanzania. Those interested in purchasing a dazzling souvenir will have the opportunity to browse some locally made Tanzanite gemstones and jewelry.

We continue to the Shanga River House, a cooperative where physically challenged Tanzanians are trained to create traditional jewelry and crafts from local fabrics and recycled materials. Here we’ll have a cooking demonstration followed by a lunch of traditional Tanzanian specialties. Then we’ll learn about coffee cultivation as we walk the coffee plantation here, as well seeing local artisans making beadwork.

We’ll return to our lodge with time to rest before dinner.

Included Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Day 4
Arusha/Tarangire National Park

● Overland to Tarangire National Park

● Wildlife Viewing in Tarangire National Park
Today, we have breakfast and then depart for Tarangire, Tanzania’s third largest national park. With nine distinct vegetation zones ranging from grassland to woodland, from deep gully vegetation to scattered rocky hilltops, Tarangire offers a diverse geological landscape as well as diverse wildlife including the largest recorded concentration of breeding bird species in the world. Bulbous baobab trees dot the landscape, and the valley of the Tarangire River dominates the entire scene.

As we continue our journey west toward our camp, the scenery is outstanding, and we may see some wildlife en route before we reach the main park gate. We will take a picnic lunch just outside Tarangire National Park before embarking on an afternoon of game driving inside the park. 
After a discovery-filled afternoon, we’ll exit the southern side of the park and head to our lodge, which enjoys stunning views of Tarangire. We stay for two nights at a permanent tented camp in the midst of the wilderness. Our camp features a solar-heated shower, solar electricity, and comfortable walk-in safari tents under thatched roofs.

Included Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Day 5
Tarangire National Park
● Wildlife Viewing in Tarangire National Park

Today we continue to experience Tarangire’s diversity during a full morning of game viewing, during which we’ll pause to enjoy a picnic lunch in the bush. The variety of wildlife is excellent, from elephant, lion, cheetah, and buffalo to a wealth of bird life.  Each of our driver-guides has extensive knowledge of the behavior of the great animals.  Elephant are plentiful here, traveling in large herds that are not often seen elsewhere in East Africa.

We will return to our lodge in time for a relaxing lunch. In the afternoon, we’ll have time to take an optional nature walk in the Lake Burunge area. (A conservation fee of $10 per person may be applicable if you choose to take this walk.) After, we enjoy dinner together at our camp.

Included Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Day 6
Tarangire National Park/Karatu

● Maasai Village Visit

● Discover Mto Wa Mbu
● Arrive Ngorongoro Highlands

This morning, enjoy a visit to a Maasai village where you’ll meet with the Maasai and witness some of their longstanding traditions. We’ll join a Maasai guide for a walking safari, during which we’ll learn about smaller flora and fauna that we might otherwise overlook during our drives.

We continue through the village of Mto Wa Mbu on our way to Karatu, stopping at a point to enjoy a fine view of Lake Manyara. Then we’ll arrive at our lodge for an afternoon at leisure. We’ll have a briefing on our activities for tomorrow and an informative talk about the Ngorongoro Crater around a campfire in the evening. 

Included Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Day 7
Ngorongoro Crater/Serengeti
● Explore Ngorongoro Crater

● Travel to Serengeti Camp
Early this morning we depart our lodge bound for the Serengeti, via the spectacular Ngorongoro. We descend to the floor of Ngorongoro for a full morning of game viewing. The caldera of Ngorongoro marks the ancient walls of a collapsed volcano, which was probably once the size of Mt. Kilimanjaro.  The circular crater is some 12 miles across, with steep walls of over 2,000 feet. The crater’s rim is 7,500 feet above sea level, the highest altitude we reach on our trip.

Because of a permanent supply of water and a precise balance of predator and prey, most of the wildlife remains here year-round.  The forest areas are home to herds of bull elephant, including some large, old “tuskers.”  There are several prides of lion, and many packs of hyena and jackal.  If lucky, you may spot a bat-eared fox or a pair of cheetah.  These predators stalk the numerous wildebeest, gazelle, and zebra.  Here thrives a stable population of rhino as well as herds of buffalo and groups of hippo.  The birdlife is equally diverse, ranging from the scavenging vulture and bustard to magnificent eagle and crested crane. Our experienced driver-guides, who are experts at locating the animals, determine our route. Bring plenty of film—you may never take better wildlife photos!  We’ll have a picnic lunch before we leave the crater.

After lunch, we ascend from the crater floor and travel to our camp in the Serengeti. We’ll enjoy a game drive en route and arrive at camp in time for dinner.

Included Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Day 8
Serengeti National Park
● Enjoy exclusive game viewing in Serengeti National Park

Today we explore the vast expanse of the Serengeti, where the wildlife sightings increase steadily throughout the day.  Serengeti, in fact, is the Maasai word that means “endless plain.”  In this huge protected area, the multitude and diversity of wildlife species are unrivaled anywhere on the planet.

From our remote camp, we take morning and afternoon game-viewing drives. You’ve probably never experienced this level of comfort while staying outdoors.  The large walk-in sleeping tents are in place before you arrive.  Each is outfitted with camp beds, complete with linens, blankets, pillows, and en-suite facilities (shower and flush toilets) with hot water.  You have your own verandah with washbasin and two director’s chairs.  There is also a dining tent with tables and chairs. Spend the night listening to the sounds of the animals in the distance.

Included Meals: Brunch, Dinner

Day 9
Serengeti National Park
● Enjoy Serengeti game drives
We’ll enjoy a game drive this morning, and we’ll all take another drive together in the afternoon. The Serengeti stretches over 5,700 square miles of plains, riverine bush, and acacia woodland, with a dominant environment of acacia grassland.  Visitors who dash from lodge to lodge catch only a fleeting glimpse of the Serengeti’s rich diversity.  But from the comfort of our centrally located bush camp, there is never a rush: we go where the animals are.  We can return to a promising area, or range further afield. 

In the afternoon game drive, our excellent guides again help us identify the more elusive animal species, such as bat-eared fox and golden jackal, as well as rare birds like the beautiful purple grenadier and the red-cheeked cordon bleu.  See if you can spot the odd-looking secretary bird or an elegant crested crane.

We then return to our camp for dinner this evening.

Included Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Day 10
Serengeti National Park
● Optional balloon ride
● Enjoy Serengeti game drives

An optional balloon safari may be offered on this day. The cost is approximately $450 per person. If you choose to take this excursion, plan on awakening before dawn for a 5:00 a.m. ascent. You will rejoin the group after brunch for a morning game-viewing drive. Please Note: The optional balloon ride can be reserved up to 45 days prior to departure. Due to limited space and high demand, it is advised to pre-book as early as possible.
The infinite expanse of the Serengeti lies before us as we continue to explore the masses of wildlife and the stunning landscapes of the region.  We move at a relaxed pace that will allow us to truly focus on observing animal behavior and interactions.  We don’t just stop to photograph the next animal on a list, but spend time really getting to know how different species behave.  The isolated rock groups called kopjes provide shelter to the solitary leopard, pairs of cheetah, and prides of lion—you’ll learn the clues that tell you if one has recently hunted or is about to hunt.  Their quarry is the lone gazelle or vulnerable calf spotted amongst the hundreds of thousands of hoofed herbivores: antelope, zebra, and the ever-present wildebeest.

After a rewarding day of game viewing, we return to our camp for the evening.

Included Meals: Brunch, Dinner

Day 11
Serengeti National Park/Karatu
● Return to Ngorongoro Highlands 

● Visit Oldupai Gorge 
Today we have breakfast together and then set off for Oldupai Gorge, more familiarly known as “Olduvai” Gorge.  It was here, in 1959, that Louis and Mary Leakey discovered fossil fragments, which led them to a new understanding of human evolution.  They developed the theory that the Oldupai Gorge was home to Homo habilis, a race of early humans that survived other species to become the ancestors of all present-day humankind. Then visit the small museum here, which explains the methods and findings of the Leakeys.

We return to our lodge on the slopes of Ngorongoro Crater in time for lunch. In the afternoon you may elect to join us on an optional bird walk.  Otherwise, the balance of the day is yours at leisure.  We then meet up for dinner together at our lodgings.

Included Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Day 12
Karatu

● Karatu Village Visit

Today we enjoy a special treat as the guests of a local school in the village of Karatu, which is supported by Grand Circle Travel Foundation. The schoolchildren will lead us on a tour of their classrooms and sing traditional songs for us. From there, we will meet the head teacher to learn more about the Tanzanian education system and the daily struggles and joys of a Tanzanian school. Departing from the school, we will take time to wander around the local village, far from the well-trodden tourist roads, to learn more about Tanzanian life. Then, we spend time with Karatu’s elder generation: the parents of the students we’ve met. It’s bound to be an enlightening glimpse of daily life in Tanzania.

We return to our lodge, where you’ll have lunch and then the afternoon at leisure. We gather for a farewell dinner this evening.

Included Meals: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner

Day 13
Karatu/Arusha
● Overland to Arusha 

● Return to the U.S.

 ● Or begin your post-trip extension to Zanzibar

After breakfast we drive to Arusha, arriving in time for lunch at our lodge. We’ll pause to visit Trek Africa, a store that displays items pertaining to Tanzania’s cultural heritage, and offers unique carvings, artifacts, clothing and books to augment and expand your experience in the country.

After lunch at our lodge, travelers continuing on the optional trip extension to Zanzibar will depart. If you are not taking the extension, you will have the use of a room here to relax for the rest of the day.  The afternoon is free for last minute shopping or exploration of Arusha.  In the evening, we depart from Kilimanjaro Airport on our overnight flight to Amsterdam.  

Included Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Day 14
Arrive in the U.S
You arrive back at Schiphol Airport in the morning.  In the mid-afternoon, you depart for the US, with arrival in the early evening.

	


Optional 6-Day Post-Trip Extension:

Zanzibar

What This Trip Extension is Like

Accommodations

Our entire stay of four nights is at a comfortable hotel on the west coast of the island, just five minutes from Stone Town. Located on a private beach, it provides a quiet, easygoing retreat, as well as easy access to island highlights.

Pacing and transportation
This is a relatively relaxing trip: we stay in the same hotel for all four nights of the post-trip. Transportation to included tours throughout the island is by motorcoach, and one tour also includes a short boat ride and a ride by donkey cart. 

Physical Activities

The minimum physical demands of the trip are not highly rigorous. All activities are elective, and you can miss as many as you like. But, to get the most out of your trip, you should be ready to participate. We’ve designed all the activities to be fun and enjoyable.

OAT Local Guide

Our OAT local guide will be with us for all excursions. He or she is very knowledgeable about the area and able to offer you valuable insights and regional information. A friendly and pleasant traveling companion, our local guide is there to help you have a great trip.

Climate

Located near the Equator, Zanzibar offers a pleasantly warm, tropical climate with cooling sea breezes. The sun shines here an average of seven to eight hours daily. The average temperature year-round hovers at around 77 to 84 degrees (F), with the coolest temperatures occurring during July and August, and the warmest temperatures during February and March. 

Included in Your Extension Package Price

· Domestic airfare between Arusha and Zanzibar and from Zanzibar to Dar es Salaam 

· 4 nights in Zanzibar

· 6 meals—4 breakfasts, 2 lunches

· Small group activities 

· Services of an expert local guide 

Not Included

· Optional excursions and activities

· Gratuities as outlined in the “Tipping Guidelines” below

· Visa fees, airport reciprocity fees, domestic or foreign departure taxes, and government fees (if applicable, shown separately on your invoice)

· Laundry service

Itinerary, Post-Trip Extension

· Enjoy a tour of fascinating Stone Town, a multicultural marvel and a UNESCO World Heritage Site

· Taste the spices that brought this idyllic region to prosperity

· Experience how the traditions of Zanzibar are preserved on a visit to two distinctly different villages
W

elcome to Zanzibar, an exotic archipelago just 25 miles off the coast of Tanzania. A pleasant tropical climate and its setting on an Indian Ocean trade route put it on the itinerary of traders and explorers—including Dr. David Livingstone, who lived here before his famous safari deep into the African mainland. It is as a trading center that Zanzibar became famous—and infamous—however. The lively cultivation of spices gave the archipelago its nickname, the “Spice Islands,” and fragrances of clove, cinnamon, cumin, ginger, and cardamom still scent the air today. The islands also harbor a darker history, as a center for the slave trade. From our comfortable hotel on Zanzibar Island, we’ll explore this unique heritage in the charming, ancient town of Stone Town, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, and on an excursion to working fruit and spice plantations. We’ll also encounter everyday life in this autonomous region of Tanzania, and experience the legend of an Omani princess. 

Day 13
Arusha/Zanzibar
After an early breakfast this morning, we’ll depart for Arusha, where we’ll enjoy lunch and bid farewell to those travel companions who are returning home today. Then, we transfer to Arusha Airport to board our flight to Zanzibar Island, known as Unguja to the locals. 

On arrival, we’ll be met by a driver and brought to our hotel—a pleasant oasis on the west coast of the island. Stone Town, the island’s cultural hub, is just a few minutes away, as you’ll discover when you set out for dinner on your own. We’ll meet our guide tomorrow. 

Included Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Day 14
Zanzibar
● Explore Stone Town 
Set out this morning with our guide on an included tour of historic Stone Town, one of the most charming and ancient towns in East Africa. As we wander the narrow streets of this UNESCO World Heritage Site, admire the fine buildings that reflect the city’s historical mix of African, Arab, Indian, and European cultures. 

The cultural hub of Zanzibar Island, Stone Town appears to have been frozen in time two centuries ago, when Zanzibar was at its peak as an Indian Ocean trading center. Along its warren of narrow streets, we’ll view a homogenous blend of empires, from Persian and Portuguese to an Omani sultanate and finally British rule—all with a hint of the native Swahili culture. 

Arab merchants once competed for the most extravagant residence, as we’ll see by the many grand mansions with their brass-studded, elaborately carved doors. We’ll also see the famous Old Dispensary; the home where explorer Dr. David Livingstone lived before his famous expedition to the mainland; the House of Wonders, a former palace that was also the first house in Zanzibar to have electricity; the Arab fort; and the bustling market. While here, you might feel as though you’re in a living museum or a movie set, but please remember that Stone Town is a thriving community. 

You will have plenty of opportunity to get acquainted with its treasures during your afternoon at leisure. Delve into the history of Zanzibar at the Peace Memorial Museum or the Palace Museum. Return to the late 17th-century Arab fort to marvel at its ramparts and browse the shops here. Explore the House of Wonders and the Old Dispensary. And immerse yourself in the exhilarating hubbub of the local market. 

You’ll also find many options for lunch and dinner on your own.

Included Meals: Breakfast

Day 15
Zanzibar
● Explore Mtoni Palace ● Coffee Ceremony ● Visit Kidichi Baths

● Spice Tour ● Home-Hosted Lunch
Legend comes to life during this morning’s included excursion. One of the best-known figures in Zanzibari lore is Princess Seyyida Salme, the youngest child of Sultan Seyyid Said—the Omani sultan who was responsible for moving his capital city from Muscat, Oman, to Zanzibar. Intellectual as well as beautiful, Princess Salme became intrigued with Western cultures and learned English in order to communicate with visitors to the island. Among these was Wilhelm Ruete, a young German businessman with whom she fell in love—unbeknownst to her father. Her religion forbade her to have contact with men, however, so the couple eloped to Germany, where Wilhelm died in a tragic accident shortly afterward. Princess Salme recounted her colorful life story in her fascinating book, Memoirs of an Arabian Princess.

We’ll begin our discoveries at Mtoni Palace, the sultan’s residence where Princess Salme was born in 1844 and which she lovingly described in her book. The palace was destroyed during a coup in 1896 that overthrew the Omani sultanate, but we can still see the ruins of the home that the princess described in her memoir as “Eden.” 

We then board a boat for a 20-minute ride along the coast to a historic Omani house that once belonged to Princess Salme’s uncle. Here, we’ll enjoy a traditional coffee ceremony. Please note: the aforementioned boat ride is dependent upon the weather.

Next, ride as Princess Salme did—by donkey cart—out into the sprawling plantations where the commodity that gave the Spice Islands their name is still cultivated. Cloves were introduced to Zanzibar in 1818, and the archipelago quickly became the world’s leading producer. It remains a major crop here today. As we ride out into the gently rolling hills that undulate away from the city, view lush tropical plants, cinnamon trees, vanilla trees, and fruit trees. 

On arrival in the village of Kidichi, we explore the well-preserved Persian baths that were built in 1850 by Princess Salme’s father for his Persian second wife. Because depictions of living creatures are forbidden in Islamic art, Persian craftsmen were brought to Zanzibar to construct and decorate the baths. You’ll also note the clever use of skylights to provide light to these windowless rooms. 

Then, visit the spice plantation of Mzee Yussuf, where we’ll gain a deeper appreciation for the trade that catapulted these islands to prominence during the 18th century. Learn more about the art and history of the cultivation of spices—and perhaps see whether you can identify clove, cardamom, nutmeg, cinnamon, peppercorn, and various fruits during a blind taste test!

Our visit here will no doubt whet our appetite for our very special lunch in the home of our host, Mzee Yussuf. Enjoy views of the Indian Ocean from the highest elevation on the island as we savor a tasty menu of fresh fruits and vegetables, and pilau, a Zanzibari specialty of rice, vegetables, and meat cooked in a seasoned broth—accompanied by fragrant spice tea. 

After lunch, we transfer back to our hotel, where our afternoon is at leisure. Perhaps you’ll take advantage of the hotel’s private beach, beachfront swimming pool, and aromatherapy spa. For dinner on your own, you might enjoy the only sushi restaurant on the island—located right at your hotel!

Included Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Day 16
Zanzibar
● Visit Mchangani village 
● Kidimni village visit ● Visit a local school 

We’ll get a firsthand glimpse at the everyday lives—and enduring traditions—of the Zanzibari people this morning, on a visit to two separate and very special villages. We begin by venturing to the island’s northeast coast, to a beach community.

More than 30 world-class beaches line the coasts of Zanzibar Island—which itself is just 50 miles long. With its warm currents year-round, the sea here attracts a variety of marine life, as we can see in its pristine, shallow waters and lush coral reefs. On a visit to the village of Mchangani this morning, the local people who call this region home will teach us the many different uses of coconut and coconut products. 

Next, we ride to Kidimni, a village that specializes in the construction of the famous Zanzibari doors that we observed in Stone Town. Here, we’ll meet the villagers, learn about their craft, and also visit a local school. 

After lunch at a local restaurant, we return to our hotel. Perhaps you’ll return to the beach for the remainder of the afternoon. A private beach is located right outside your hotel door!

Included Meals: Breakfast, Lunch

Day 17
Zanzibar/Kilimanjaro/Fly Home
● At leisure ● Fly to Kilimanjaro Airport

● Return to U.S
Enjoy a final morning and most of the afternoon at leisure in Zanzibar, with lunch on your own. This afternoon, we fly to Dar es Salaam Airport and depart on our overnight flight home, via Amsterdam.
Included Meals: Breakfast

Day 18
Arrive U.S.

Arrive today in the U.S.

























